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Siam Society at the Annual General Meeting in 1944. It was
he who led Council members to lay a wreath at the urn of
King Ananda Mahidol in June 1946.

H.R.H. Prince Wan Waithayakorn was appointed as
the chief delegate of Thailand at the United Nations Confer-
ence in New York, and was successful in gaining member-
ship for the Kingdom. Although he was out of the country
between August 1946 and January 1947 he was able to pre-
side over the A.GM. in February 1947. He withdrew as a
candidate for President because he had been appointed to
become the new Thai Ambassador to the United States.
During this time he served also as Thailand's representative
to the United Nations. He continued as the country's repre-
sentative to the U.N. after his term as ambassador to the United
States was completed and was unanimously elected Presi-
dent of the General Assembly for 1956-1957. Because of his
calm attitude (far different from that of some delegates) and
prudence, he was called the "unperturbable Buddhist" by the
New York Times newspaper.

Prince Wan also served a period of time as Foreign
Minister, and in 1959 was appointed a Deputy Prime Minis-
ter — an office he held for many years and under more than
one Prime Minister. He was an active Rector of Thammasat
University for many years and was widely respected by the
students for his work in upgrading the status of the univer-
sity, and not being content with serving merely as a figure-
head.

In 1969 Prince Wan again became President of The
Siam Society. One of Prince Wan's favorite occupations was
"The Coining of Siamese Words," the topic of his talk pre-
sented at the A.G.M. on March 26, 1970. One of his better
known "new" words was ratthathammaniin, meaning
constitution.

During the 1930s Prince Wan founded a newspaper—
Prachachat. The English translation which appeared under
the masthead was "Nation.” (The paper ceased publication
during World War II when the press was commandeered by
the Government.) In one of his columns Prince Wan wrote
about coining words and their connection with the change in
government. He explained: "...I saw that what was happen-
ing was not just a change of government but a fundamental
change in the way of life of the Thai people...and I wanted to
explain all that to the Thai people. So I started a newspaper...I
was at once confronted with the necessity of coining new
words, because in order to get to the people and to get at the
people, we cannot use English words which have not pene-
trated into our system of thought. If we can get hold of a
Thai word, all the better, but if we can't we have recourse to
Pali and Sanskrit words which have come into our language.

Maybe only the monks will understand at first but the read-
ing public will soon understand from the context in which
the new coinages are used.”

The Journal of The Siam Society, Volume 59 part 2, was
dedicated to H.R.H. Prince Wan Waithayakorn to commemao-
rate his 80th birthday on August 25, 1971. On February 26,
1974 His Royal Highness formally opened "The Prince Wan
Room" as a part of the 70th anniversary of the founding of
The Siam Society. He was then presented with a Thai-style
folding book signed by members of the Council and the Society
who were present for the occasion. The room was used for
many years to house the rarest of the rare book collection of
The Siam Society Library. The JSS Volume 63 part 2, July,
1975 was dedicated to the President, H.R.H. Prince Wan
Waithayakorn, Kromamun Naradhip Bongsprabandh, in
honor of his 7th cycle (84 years) birthday celebration on
August 25th.

Prince Wan was President of the Royal Academy from
1934 - 1947 and again from 1973 to 1975. He was recalled
from government retirement by His Majesty the King who
appointed him President of the National Assembly, and was
an active participant in the drafting of the 1974 Constitution.

The Presidency of The Siam Society was the last regu-
lar activity in which His Royal Highness was engaged. He
chaired the Council meeting on August 3, 1976. Prince Wan
underwent surgery on August 27 at Chulalongkorn Hospital
and died on the afternoon of September 5, 1976.

At the Council meeting of September 7 the Senior Vice-
President called the meeting to order and Council stood in
silent respect for their late President.

H.R.H. Prince Wan once advised journalists to follow
this rule: "Observe your obligations to develop goodwill,
study for knowledge, and work for peace."

In 1989 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in its calendar of Anniver-
saries of Great Personalities and Historic Events for 1990-1991,
declared His Royal Highness Prince Wan Waithayakorn
Kromamun Naradhip Bongsprabandh as Great Scholar and Dip-
lIomat. Centennial celebrations of his birth are being organ-
ized from August 1991 till August 1992 in Bangkok, Paris,
Geneva and New York. A seminar was held at the Naradhip
Research Centre which was founded by Prince Wan. The Phila-
telic Division of the Communications Authority of Thailand
(CAT) issued a commemorative postage stamp to honor the
learned and well-respected Prince. Prince Wan brought honor
to his country and gave diplomacy a new role model — and
he is remembered.
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Dr. Chirayu Isarankun Na Ayuthaya Chairman
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Thanpuying Lursakdi Sampatisiri
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Mrs. Boonyawan Chandraviroj
M.R. Chatumongkol Sonakul
Mzr. Reijiri Hattori
M.R. Maluli Sayalak
M.R. Muanchit Bhirombhakdi
Mr. Nigel I. Oakins
Dr. Piriya Krairiksh
Mr. Pracha Gunakasem
Mr. Prasong Phanijpakdi
Mr. Sukri Kaocharern
Major Suradhaj Bunnag

Mrs. Bilajbhan Sampatisiri Secretary

List of Donations
as of 20 October 1991

Baht
H.R.H. Princess Galyani Vadhana 500,000.~

Mr. Chow Chowkwanyun 1,000,000.-!
(The Education & Public Welfare Foundation)

Jim Thompson Foundation 500,000.-
Bangkok Steel Industry Co., Ltd. 320,000.-
Mr. Jacques Mayer 160,000.-
Mrs. Boonkrong Indhusophon 125,000.-
Mr. Herbert Link 100,000.-
The Siam Cement Co., Ltd. 100,000.-
Anonymous 100,000.-
MR. S. Kidadorn 100.000.-
Thanpuying Maneerat Bunnag 50,000.-
Thanpuying Lursakdi Sampatisiri 50,000.-
Mr. Hartmut W. Schneider 50,000.-
Mrs. Suwannee Prommavera

(Saensurat Company) 50,000.-
F.E. Zuellig (Bangkok) Ltd. 50,000.-
Mr. Chanya Mahadumrongkul

(Garn Thong Trading Ltd.) 50,000.-!
Mr. Thongchai Chiradilok

(The Old Siam Plaza) 50,000.-
Multi-Credit Coporation of Thailand Ltd. 50,000.-

1 For Thai-language journal.
2 For the JSS.

The Siam Commercial Bank 50,000.-
Khun Nilawan Pinthong 50,000.-
Boon Rawd Brewery Co., Ltd. 50,000.-
Mr. AL de Courcy Lyons 25,000.-
Mom Kobkaew Abhakara Na Ayudhya 20,000.-
Chanida Co., Ltd. 12,000.-
H.S.H. Prince Subhadradis Diskul 10,000.-
Mr. A. P. Wongchirachai 10,000.-
Mr. Carl J. Zeytoon 10,000.-
Mrs. Eva Sophonpanich 10,000.-
Mr. E.G. Groarke 10,000.-
Miss Supawan Lamsam 10,000.-
Dr. Dhara Sukhavachana 10,000.-
M.R. Putrie Viravaidya 10,000.-
Mr. Z.T. Kajiji

(Four Zees Rafique Foundation) 10,000.-
Mr. S. Phataminviphas 10,000.-
Dr. Domnern Garden 10,000.-
M.R. Viwan Voravarn 10,000.-
Admiral Ying Srihong 10,000.-
Anonymous 10,000.-
Mrs. Laksanee Sarasas 10,000.-
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Di Crocco 10,000.-
Mr. Kozo Adachi

(Hattori Seiko Co., Ltd.) 5,000.-
Mrs. Diane Umemoto 5,000.-
Mrs. Eileen Deeley 5,000.-
Mr. Kappu Rao 5,000.-
Captain William Whorton 5,000.-
Miss Gepke A. Groeneboer 3,000.-
Mrs. Gasama Schiantrakul 3,000.-
Mr. Patt Djaratbhart 2,500.-
Mr. Narin Indhewat 2,000.-
Mr. Ateeb Rasheed Maskati

(Maskati Foundation) 2,000.-
Mrs. Wanida Nanthavanij 2,000.-
Mrs. Beth K. Casella 2,000.-
Mrs. J. Metcalfe 2,000.-
Miss Nathamon Issaratharm 2,000.-
Mr. Richard N. Bones 1,000.-
M.R. Doangchai Chumbala 1,000.-
Mr. E. Conrad Parkman 1,000.-
Thanpuying Dr. Tasniya Punyagupta 1,000.-
M.R. Daranee Wattanayakorn 1,000.-
Thaising Tropical Plants Nursery Co., Ltd. 1,000.-
Mr. Reiner F. Zimmermann 1,000.-
Prof. Saroj Buasri 1,000.-
Mr. Gérard André 1,000.-
Ms. Suri Vimolohakarn 500.-
Mr. Songkram Grachangnetra 500.-
Miss Bancha Chittibhol 500.-
Mr. P. Piazzardi 500.-
Anonymous 480.-
Total 3,828,980.-



