NOTE
A DESCRIPTION OF THE MRABRI CAMP

e

Christian Veldor

On Wednesday, Junuary 23, 1963, we lett Ban Meo Khunsathan,
Tardwn Saraha, Amphoe Na Nob, Changwat Nan at noon, Afer walk-
ing i southawest direction (or about halt an hour we came toa place in
recent forest where a Meo ot had formerly stood typically built on a
platform duy into the hill. Now only the plaform renained. On this
platform, seven meters long and 2.5 mieters broad we saw the ashes and
burnt wond of Byve fites inoa row, 15 meters apart,. Our Mrabri guide
toled us that this was the vesting place of the geoup which had left our camp
the night before at durk. They had slept two by two in the spaces
between the fires, he explainad, There were four beds between the five
fires, vaeh for two. The fiest aned the Jast bed contained a fow leaves
as cushion, the heads pointing to the hill, the feet to the valley. (See

situation sketch 2 )

After leaving this wmporary resting place we walked on lor about
two hours o a high ridge inalmost impenetrable jungle, From there we
descended, always facing south, a slope of wn inclination about 60% and
about 100 meters high,  As we climbered down holding oo from tree to
tree, Baboo o bamboo, shub to shirab, we could hear the lieree harking
of five or more dogs in the valley below,  When we finadly arrived in the
viley at 4 PM, we saw smoke rising at various places between the bamboo
thickets,  We went towards one of these smoky bamboos and saw the first
permanent camp of the Mrabri tribe ever seen by a Furopean (See
situation sketches 1and 2) The place was quite similar to the one we had
seen o few hours ago: There were fires in rows and beds in between, a
few windbreaks made of palm branches were erected at the left or right of
the resting place, the head of the beds always near the mountain, the foot
pointing to the valley,  There were bamboos above the headparts and
trees on which sometimes the Mrabri had leaned their wind-breaks or
bambou water containers.
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1'a the north of the cang was the steep slope of the Tl and o the
south a dense bamboo thicket thes makime 0 almest inaceessible,  There
were six resting-places on the s'te belonging to separate families or groups
according to our Mrabrt soides Inseveral resting-places fires were burn-
ing, indicating that inhabitants mest have leit the camp together with their
dogs a few minutes before, retreating into the jungles This was the Myabri
policy, as they had told v hefore: anticipating defeat, they would not
defend their camp. They are superior w others only when running away

or hiding out i the jungle.

The casternmost resting place was a very elaborate one. (Noo 1)
There were windbreaks o the cast, four beds of single sheets of bark,
another tour Feds of interwoven paln branches, One central bad had a
small recent carthen wall around the head portion. Onthe hillside there
was a dense bamboo thicket,  On the valley side a windlreak wats ereeted
oi wooden poles. Six arge bamboo witer containers four tull of water,
leaned on the bumboo-thicket. Thice fives were burnin £, two more camnp
fires had been used recently, probably the uight before as ashes, charcoal
and blackened wooden sticks were stll fresh,  The place was designed for

cight people but conld have heen used by moie.

The second resting place (No 2y ad not beesn gsed vecently as
Jong banmboo branche with drvies leaves was over it There were five
camp fires, all containing cold ashes but none with halfburnt waod or the
like. The bushes on the north side contained dey pal branches and
must therefore have onee formed o very eifective windbreak, There were
no bamboo water containers around.

The third resting place { Noo 3) had windbreaks aflised to wonden
poles on the north side, 'There were two Bamboo flashes Jeaning against
trees on the hillside. Pwo o five canap fires had recently been used, three
contained only old ashes. Oae bed consisted of dry, one of fresher leaves,
The place could hold el people bui only four had been sleeping there
recently. "These three resting places were relatively near to each other.

After a distunce of sixty meters we came to a sreond group of three
resiing places. "The first in this yroup (No. 4) was the bigpest of the
whole camp.  Four of seven fires were burning or smoking, Only one
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A DESCRIFTION OF MRARRI CAMP IRY

camp fre had not been vsed for some time, There were nine bamboo
water contuiners standing around. Fonr of them were bonnd together
and had obwinusly just Teen brovght frem some straam in the valley,
The two central beds contained @ faver of well woven palm branches, “The
ather four beds had only dey and fresh leaves. The bamboo on the hill-
side to the north was guite thick,  In eastern divection there were several
trees near to the fires and the beds. The place could be vsed by 12 peo-
ple. Tt belonged 1o the group of the oldest Mrabri in the tribe,

The nest resting place | No, 5§ faced east. "There were two walls
of windbreaks left and rivhy, the northern one enforced by ahich bamboo
thicket,  Three fires mnst have been estingmishied only recently as they

were now cold although half-burnt waoden sticks were still there,

The last resting-place ( Noo 6 had four camp fires with three ra-
ther high fires Haming up. There were three beds Tat only two of them
had been used, This place belonged 1 a Mrabsi whose mother and son
had been brought to our camp the day Before, Now the old worman and
the child had fled into the jungle, The man, oue goide, invited us to his
phece and there we got his Bute e eschange for some cloth for his boy,
He also invited a few ol his friends who gradually came over. They Tay
down between the tires o show how they steep at nighitc We also tried
to lie down but the heat was too great for anvbody wearing clothes,

The fires plow all night and the firewood is Liid alongeside the Beds
wirming the whole hody from head o toes T he wonan we Tud exami-
ned the day Lefore had her entire ack covered with a Large b now
healed, Tt seems dingerous 1o deep so near the tire an not completely
fresh leaves! The central bed was used Dy father and son, the castern one
by the old mother.  The wife of the man was dead, he told us. There-
fore the western bed was not used ;. dry bamboo-sticks fayving on it and
stretehing over to the fire. There were four bimboo containers, two
containing water, leaning on trees around the place.

The whole camp stretched over a distance of 160 meters between
the first and the last resting-place. It was all surrounded by dense bam-
boo and virgin forest.  In the forest we found many holes in the ground
where roots had been dug up as food. A bamboo container of food had
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heen found near one of the fires, half burnt, "The contents b been raten

after cooking.

In the sivrestimg places there were alvgether teste Teds i e,
nine of then single and 11 donbile, bringing the pber of peoapde actnally
living in the camp up to 31 Phe camp could acvmnodate and bad we-
comodated another TF people as there were 7 sleeping places between older
ashes.  "T'he tribe might contain ahout 45 individusls. W had et 22
men the day before in our camp, plus one voanan wed vne bl Cons
sequently there must he s certain surplis of men s the 1l v,

As we had meta group of nine Mrabri o Auonar 1900 abant )
Km. north of this present camp it seems as i they mograte i Sarmilies or
smaller groups throughout the year, voming togethier onty s the cobd .
son when the many fires of the cammon camp red help thean endure the
cold; each individual group could hardly fiuht separaedy



