
A DESCHIPTION OF THE MRABRI CAMP 
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('.'h n ~~ i d n '':\''e !tit• r 

( ln w~dm:dar. J<lllll<H\ 13, l'Jil.;, \\(' kit Hatt :'vk•l Khtnts<lllwn, 

'l'a111l"''' ~.wth.l, .\mph• '<: :\a \'11i, l'h•tllf.!W<!l \'an at ttWHl. .\ftn walk
iug in a ~'lnJth-wt·:;t din:cti<~n !'Ill' ahuut h;!ll an hom m.: came to a place in 
rect•nt fof(':;.t when• a :\'lt•u hilt had fun11erly ~;(o(Jd typiGdly built Oil a 

pl.tt!mm du~ int•J tltr hill. :\ow •Htly tltt: platform ITitWim·ll. On thi;. 

platform, s-('1 ,.,, uu:tn:; Inn\.'. and 2.~ IIWit·r,; hrnad wt• :;aw tlw a,;hc·,; ami 

burut wuml of li\·t· tilt·~ in a ruw, 1.5 mt'ter:; apatl. ( l11r Mrahri ~.;uid<: 

!11ld u·; tlt;lt thi:i was tlw n·.~!in~.: plan· 11f tlw group which had h·ft our camp 
tlw night l·wfrne at dark. 'l'lwv lt.td :>lept twn l•y two ill the ,;pan·:; 

ht·twet'lt tltt· lin:~. he l">plaiucd. '!'here W\'l'c four (.eds bctwven the lin: 
fire:·!, t•,tdt for two. Tlw lir~t awl tht~ last IH:d ~.:ontairtnl a kw l!.!a\'t's 
a~ cuo;hinu, tilt' !wad:; pointin~ to tlw hill. tltL~ fet~l to the valley. (Sec 
:;ituation likddt 2 ) 

Aftn h~aviu11. thi:·> tewpnr<ll')' It';.ting piau.~ wt: wallu·d o11 for about 
two lHIIll'~ to a hil~h ridgt• in ahno~.t impt:rwtrahlt: jtutglc·. From then~ \\T 

de,,,.·ewlt·d, alway:' fadnH stmth, a Hlop<: of an indination about(,()" and 
about Jill) nwters high. :\s w~: damlwrnl down holding o11 from til!(: to 
tn<•, hamlutiJ to ha111lmo, shub to shruh, Wl' could !war thl' lierct !larkin;..( 
ollin~ ur tuon: dow; in tilt val11·y below. Wlwn wt: linally arrin~d in tlw 
vallt:y at ·~ 1'.:\1. we saw l;molw ri:;i11g at variou:-; plan:~ hctwten the bamboo 
thil.'kds. \\'t~ Wl'lll towards ow• of th('SC :>moky h:tml•oos ami Haw th(~ lir:;t 
pt·rmanent camp of tiH: Mrahri triht: t•vt·r st:en hy a Europt·an (See 
situation slwtdt<.·~ 1 and 2) '!'he plac<: waH quite Himilar to the one we had 
Hl.'t:n a few lwuns ago: 'l'here were firl's in rows and hellli in betwe<•n, a 
few wintlbrcakH rnade of palrn branches were t'r<·ctctl at the left or right of 
the rc:;ting place, the hl'ad of the bt.:d~ alway~ IH'ar the mountain, the foot 
pointing to the valley. There were bamboos above the headparts and 
trees on which sometimes the Mrabri had leaned their wind-breaks or 
bamboo water eontaincrs. 
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'l'u tlw n•ntlt 11! the l'OIIllj' \\:I~ tlw ;.(tTl' :-1"1"·· "' tlw 11111 allll to the 
smtt!t ;t dt'Jtsc ha!lllHHI t!tid,t·t tlttl:-> makitt:~ it a!lnn~t i!lan·,·:-.~il•le. Th\'1'\' 

were six rc~tinc;-phll't::> 011 the s·tt· lwl<llt~!ill:.! ''' :ii'JI.tr.tll: latnilit~;; ''~' groups 

accordiJl;J; to <l:lr \1t·:tln i ~ttitk. !11 :,n,·r:tl n ,titl!:-pl.ttT:' tires wnc limn

ing, indicatin~ that inh:thitant:; llll='t lt:tn k:'t iiH' t·:mtp tn.:,t•!lwr with tht·ir 

du~,.; aft'\\' mintll<'-' \Jd,,IT, ITtrt·:iliti:; into tlw .inn.:h·. Th:,.; wa;; tlw ).'lrahri 

pulicy, a,; th('y had tuld 11:-i hef•,IT: alltivipatiJI,} .!dt-.tl, tlwy WtHild 11ot 

dt'fend tlwir t':lllljl. 'l'lwy arl' s:tJWrior tu otlw:·, <111ly \•.ht•n nmnine! away 

or hiding out in the junglt-. 

'l'hc l'ast<Tnmu~t n·:-;tillt.!; j'lac<· was a\ ery da!Htratt· Ullt', ( :-.io. l) 
'l'hC'n: wert' windhn·:d;:; tu tlw t'.lo·.t, flltlr h·ds uf :•in:.:k ,.!wtt:-; ul bark, 

anuthcr four l·cJ~; Ill' intcrw<nt'lt pal·n hratH.·h·. ;;, ( ln(' t'('lltr.tl hut had a 

::;mall n·ccitt t•artlwn wall amund tlw ht'ad pllrti•lll. ()n tlw hill-;!dt' there 

was a dt'IIS'.~ halllhiHI thid,et. ( Jn tltc \·;din· :;idt· a wiJHIItrt'ak wa:-; l'r\:Ctl'd 

on WIHKk~11 poll's. Si·, lan.;v h;u11hoo wau·r vrmt.tiw·r,, lt~ur lull 11! water, 

blllt.!d on the hamlHm-tlticlt·t. Tl11·u· tire . .; wen· l•llmin ~· tw•, ltlnrc vamp 

fins had ht'cll u~;cd rct:<'llt.l :-•, pruh:t hi y t !11.: 11 it!hl ltd.un• a:·· a;.ltt·~. cha rcual 
a11d !Jlackennl wo,,J<:Jl :;tic\;:·; wen· ,,till fn··•h. 'l'lw plact~ w.IS dr:;;glll~d for 

l'ighl p('opJc I nit C!lll\,J lt:1 \T ht•r11 Wi"•J lty Ill' H (', 

'l'he :>"VIllld n·stin~ piau· ( :-i" l) had lttll lw.·f'll u·e,·d ITtTJttly as a 

}rJII:\ l•a1nhoo \trand1 with dryi11:: lt•;t\'l'·i \\,t:> tJ\'t'J' it. Tlwn· \\TI<: II\T 

C<lllljl fin•:;, all Ullll<tillill.~ l'll!d a:•.l!l':i htlt IHHW with haltil!ll'lll \'.'litH! lit' tilt• 

likl'. 'l'lw lHisltc~s on tltt: lliJJtlt :;:dt: t:•llltaiw·,l dry l'alm bram:hl::i ami 

llliiSt thnvfun: han: OIJt'l: funw:.l a\ t:ry t·:l'vdin: v.indi!IT;dc TII!Tt' \\TI'c 

110 bamboo water t:ontaincrs <II'!Jillld. 

The third rl·sting pht~..·e (No. 3) had wi11dhr<·ab :dli-.;!•d to woodn1 

[l<Jlc.,; ()Jl tin: nortlt Hide·. 'llwn· wtT<.' tW<I h;l!!lhlln tla:,l;:i ka11in:r aL:aiw•t 

tree:; llll th•· hill~idl·. 'J\v() llf iiv,· e<tinp lin·;; had n~;,.'('ltt.l~· h~Til usn!, thrn: 

cuJitaincd only uld a:.;lw.,. O.w !tee! con;iJt(:d 11f drv, o11e of t'n:,;lwr kavl's. 

'l'lw place could lwH l';:..;ht pt~"J>k l111i <ml I' ftJtlr h,;d hvt.:ll :;kq,ing th<.'tT 

rect·ntly. 'l'h .. :;e thn·(• re~tin ~ pLtl:<:.-> Wl'rt' rdatinly m·ar to each other. 

After a distance of ::;':xty m~:ter:-> we came to a ::; •cund group of three 
rCdiing place.;. 'l'be fir:;t in this group ( Nu. 4 ) was the higge:;t of the 
whole camp. Four uf sevc~n fires were burning ur ::;muking. Only unc 
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ramp fin· had n••t 1 IC't'll n~·d fnr till Ill!: t inw. Th\'1 t' Wt·n· 11 i w· hamlmtl 
w:tl('f' l'IHtl~tiOI·r~·• ~>!;11111in1! ;wumd. F•ntr ,,f tht'lll wt•n: hnnnd togrtlu:r 

and had nh,·i"u~l~· .in"t !Tt·n J,roll~:ltt frr·m ~· m<· ~tn nl!l in tlw valh·~·· 
'I'IH·twn t't'Itlral l•·c·ds nmtairwd a Lner of wdl wnnn palm hrartdw~. 'llw 
otiH•r fom ht:ds had only dry and (rt•:•h lca1·t:;. 'llw hamiHm on the hill
Rid<· to tlw llltrth was qnitt· thick In t\l~!t:rll diH·dion tlH·rt.• werC' ~e\"('I'al 

trC't:'H m•ar tn tlw firt:> ami tht• lwds. Tht' pbn· t'otdd lw u;;..•d hy 12 (Wil

plt·. ft h·lmtt;t•d to till' l~fllllp of tltt• "ldv~r. :Vlral>ri in tht' trilH·. 

Tlw rwxt n·:;tint: pbu· i \:o1, ~) facl'd t·;J:·;t. Then• Wt'I'C' two walls 

of windhH·alis ldt and ri ,ht, dw no:tlwrn tttw t·rlf•tnTd h~· a hi~.~~~ l•;unhon 
thicht. Thrt·t• lir<'~ lllll·'l h;tl!' bern t··,tinL:tti:,Jwd onlr rn:vnth· ;1,; tlwv 
wen· nnw ntld alt hon~:h hall-l,umt wr H •dt•n •:t id;:-o wt•rr st iII t htn:. 

'I lw last rT~titt)..:·J•I:H·v I :\u. II) had fom v;ilttp lin·,.; with three ra
tlwr hil.!h fire,; tbmilll!; up. Tht·n• wt·rt• rltn•t• l~t•ds lntt only !Wtl of th<'lll 

had lwt•n us.t·d. This plavc· lwl•llll~t·d t•t a \1rahri who~·;(· nwtlH'r and ~~HI 

had h·t·n hnHt~~ht to our l'amp tlw dar hefnn'. :'-)ow tlw old woman and 
the t•hild had tlt'd into tlw jllllj:lt·. Tlw man, 1 •ur L',llid<·, im itt:d u,; to l1i:; 
plafl' and there wt: !.("1 his tl11t<' in ndtatr:~t: for SlliiW dttlh fnr his hn~·· 

1 h· al•;o im·itt.! a ft·w of hi\'! rrit'lld:; llhn l~ntdiJ:IIly ranH' ()\cr. Tllt:y Ltv 
dnwn l:t:twiTit the tirt'; to :>ltttW htrW till:\ ,;lt:t•p at oi:~ht. \\'t' also I rit·d 
111 lie dttWll hut tli!' ltt·at wa;; tun gn·at lm aovhlld\' \\Tari111.~ dodws. 

'l'hc tin:~ ~:l•nv all nit:ht and tlw litTWIIrlll j,; L1id ai•IIIL~:iidt• the h·rL; 
warmirtf( the wholr· hody frout hl';ld 111 tr.v. 'I 11,, 1\lflttall \\r' had t''\arni
rwd tlw da~· l:t:fon: lwd lwr t'lltin: J,a!'!: , .• ,,·rtl'd with a hrg<· llltrfl 11ow 

hl.'aled. It :;n:ms dani'.~~ro1H; to :dt·cp :io near the tin~ 1111 lint r'lllliJllt:!dy 
fresh ltal't'S 1 'f'ltc L't:ntral l•c,l wa:; tt'cd l1y fatlrcr :111d son, tl1e castem om· 

hy the old mother. '!'he wit'c !J( ilw 111;111 wa~ dead. he told us. 'Jiwn·
fore the~ m~stcrrt bed was not used; dry h;tmiH,rH,tich.; la~·in).; 1111 it and 

:;trctching 11\'er [0 the tin:. 'I here 1\'l'l'l' r(l\11' hamhtlll t'llllllliller~, two 

containing watt~r, leaning 011 tn.:e;.; around the pbce. 

'!'he \\:I wit• tamp stretched o\·er a di~tance of I 110 meter~ bctwccn 

the firl;t and the last rcstin~;-placc. It wa,.; all surroundc.l by dcn:>e ham
boo and vir!.{in forest. In the fon·st we found many hole:; in the ground 
where roots had heen dug up at-> food. A hamhoo contaitH'l' of fond hnd 



tFlA 

(wC'11 found nt•:1r nn(' of tlu· tin•.;., hali hnrnl. 'l'lw ,·q!lf•·Jih !u.l 

a ft<•r conk i Ill!· 

In the :;1\ re,.ting J'!.ltr·• then: IH·ll.· .dr.t~.(tla·! r·.H·U•, h.!,. w ll~·. 

nine of then singk :u1d 11 dllll~llc, hrir~>.:in•,!, the unua! <~l pnplr .hiiMiir 

Jiving in the .:amp up tc1 Jl. 'l'lw camp ntahl '""·"ut"'d.i!t· ,md i .~,·

comndatcd <lllnthl:r H jH:opk ;t:; then· \'.t:l'l' 7 ~kq•H1,: pl.h t·' iTI'.'d'''H ,.J.kr 
ashes. '!'hi.! trihe mit:ht mnt.1i11 ahr11H ·t~ iudi1 :du.,k \\' !i.HI uld 22 
men the day h:fon· in llllf' C<illl!'· rlw; •HW l'.!llll;i~l .!lal II!W i !uid. t .llll· 

sequently there llllht hr a cnt.till :>llf'jllll·' nl !lH'!I in tia1· 1ni •·. 

:\s we had liH't il gro11p of r~int· \fral•r i 111 \n •n•·l 1'11•.~ :d'·•lll 411 

Km. north of this pre:'ent l'illll!' it ~<'!'!Its,,,, ll tlk\ I!IJ:;r.l!l' Ill Luoilit·.; ''~' 

smaller groups throu;!,IHHI! the yrar, ,·t•rniw~ !ll,;dhrr •Hdv 110 1!w 'nhl :·:··;1. 

son when the many lirt7:i 11f tht' ~·''Jlllllnlt c;uop rmb! hdp dwm '''l•hl! ,. !lw 

cold; each indi"id11al woup nnlld h.udl\ tidH '''ji.H.llr-iv. 


