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THE STATEMENT OF KHUN LUANG HA WAT

translated by

H.

s.

H.

PRINCE VIVADHANAJAYA
FORE\VOIW

Four hundred and seventeen years after its foundation, the city of
Ayndhya fell for the second time before the Burmese invaders. The
ex-King Udumh!1ra, better known to us as IChun Luang Ha Wat,
who had previously !1bdicatecl and taken refuge in tt monastery, was
led ttway captive Ly these aiien conquerors, together with many membnrA of the royal family 11ncl others. 'l'he BmmeAe, after the manner
of thoRo clays, qneHtioned their priwmerH as to the history, custom
and ttdrniniHtmtion of the conquered nation. 'l'he result of this comprehenHivo oxttmimttion w11s written down by those wJw conducted
tho enquiry; and there exists to-day. in the Government libr11ry at
Rttugorm, tt volume containing the statements of those uoble and
gnrrulous mLptivos, who appeat·ecl to ll!1ve been glad of a listener.
A tmnslation into the Mon l11ngnage was made at one time or
another; tmd tho SitLmose version, known aB the "Statement of Klnm
Luang Ha Wnt ", iR 11 translation from the Mon. It relates the Rtory
of the KingR of Ayudhy11, from the dnte of tho c11ptme of that city
by the Bmmese in A. D. 156fl, down to itA fall ne11rly two hundred
y0nrs later, again nt the hands of these self same focB.
Needless to Stoy, the "Statement" contains nmny inaccuracies and
errors; f~r the captives had nothing to consult but their own memory,
which, fortunately for us, appeared to have been retentive. The
examination moreover was probably conducted through an interpreter, and the results compiled by Burmese Rcribes who knevv little of
the alien country which their compatriots had managed to conquer.
Nevertheless faithful scribes they must have been, judging at least
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from the Siamese version; for the result of their hthonr is certainly
not a "history", but reads like tt dictation freely given at intervals.
'l'here is but little trace of editing, for the" Statement" repents itself
without scruple.
Chronicles of olden clays are read, I tnke it, not only for the facts,
but also for the Hpi1·it; for often they tttke nR back pleaHantly to those
far off dn,ys of forgotten things. A free translntiou into the lnnguage
of modernity ·would deprive such works of this latter tpmlity. I
have therefore endenvoured to present a version tlmt Hha1l follow the
SiaHWRc originnl aH closely ns possible, without, I lwpc, ce1tsing to be
genuinely English ; and also to m·cnte nn illusion of the paHt by
avoiding, in so far as iR in my ability, anything that pm;sesses too
modern a ring. Should this English verHion be found deplorable, the
fault iH mine; for the" Stntement of K.hun Luang Ha \Vat" does not
lack of the vivid and picturesque.

September 1935.
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S'l'A'T'EMENT 01!' KnuN LUANG HA WAT.
[HETGN OF KlNG MAHINDRA]

The King of! Hm~t&/,vaU, led away only thoHe who were men of
virtue. Upon PhycL Oalcri were lleFJtowed lt11'ge rewards; and he
was raised to a rank higher than that which he had held before,
fleeing tlmt he had deHervecl ·well of the King. And after he had
lleen well cared for full Revcm clt1yR, the King of Ha'r(Lscl:vati did
order that his head be cut off 11nd impttlcd in tho middle of the town,
in accordance with precedent sentences of the lttw. Thereafter tho
King summoned to Hany,s(/,Vttl'/, King Mahindm, Hon of King Jlfalu~
Oalcravart-i, Princess S'L~VcLr~~a KalyLt,, elder sister to Prince Nnre~wara, ttncl Prince Na?'eyvarcL himself, who was a son of Prince
Sudhar'IJWrGLjL""i. Prince 1J:lcadaQrtrcdha was suffered to remain in
company with his fu,ther. And these did the King take with him,
namely, ttll the tlve white elei)hantR, diverR craftsmen who were
skilled in groat works of art, five hundred able-bodied boo,tmen
picked from those who were adepts, and the htrgest elephants that
could be chosen from among those that existed. And in the monastery
of (/ri Sarvajr~,a were the bronze images of the twelve animals and of
a human being in the shape of: a Brcthman, that King U-T'ong had
caused to be casted in moulds made by Brcthm1:n cru,ftsmen after the
foundation of the city. The images were those of the elephant A'iriiva~~ct, the horse of: Sindh, the gaja-siha,, the king of lions, the narasi'r[Lha, the lion, the ox, the buffalo, the wild ox, the swan, the pea-cock
and the ~rane. rrwo images of each such animals had been presented
by King U-T•ong to the monastery of yri Sarva:Jnct. These images
took the fancy of the King of Ha'r(LBLLVaii, who chose and carried away
such as were pleasing to him, namely, the images of the elephant
Airt"'iva~~a, the horse of Sindh, the king of lions, the gaja-siha, the
lion and the human being; and he took not aught besides these. And
the King of Ha'r(Lst"'ivati did build a stupa in the plain of the Golden
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Goldr~n JJtio1mt; and tt magnificent festival was held in celebration thereof. 'rlwrettfter the King led his
army away.
And whilst they were upon the journey, King ]Vlaldmd?Yr showed
not gent1·y, hut 1)ore himself as the king of lions; and dreading naught,
he conversed in such fearless manner that the Peguans seized upon
his astonishing words and acquainted the King of Ha/J'i}-Hc'i?Jati thereof.
rrhe King forthwith commanded that he he put to death 11ncl dropped
heavily weighted into the river in front of the town of Hittrtng.

Mmmt, naming it the Sam·ed

[REIGN oF KING SuDHARllfAHAiA'].

And upon arrival in Ha?~1savrdi, the King kept the Hister of Prince
Nrtrr-r;1m1Yt in the royal pnlace and made her his consort; and a Hon
was born to them. 1'o Prince Narer;varo(l was given a residence that
befitted his rank. The King loved him ns if he were a son and cared
for him till he grew into manhood.
Prince S1tdharormctriijii came to reign in the city o:f Ayurlhya on
Wednesday of the year nine hundred and twenty five of the Little
Era, (A. D. 1563). His age was then twenty; and having ruled for
fifteen years, he passed away at the age o£ thir~y five. 'l'he year of
his death was nine hundred and forty of the Little Era, (A. D. 1578).
[REIGN OF: KING NARE9VARA].

The younger son, 'Whose name was Prince Rhidcu;arordha, took the
'reins of government in his father's stead; but, seeing that his elder
brother, Prince Na,roegvaroa,, 1vas still alive, he would have no coronation hut took unto himself only the title of Mu)ul.. Uparodjd,, Regent
of the city. And because of his great love for his elder brother, he
carried on the administration and guarded the city and its dependencies in the name of that brother pending his retum.
And after some while tidings came to the ears of the King of
Hwny&ivcdi that there was, in a large town of Burom(t that was ct1lled
Ya-l(hai, an image of the Lord Buddha 'that was made in those clays
when He was upon this earth. It was said that the image ;vas possessed of great powers; that it could cast its rays in miraculous wise;
and that if aught were desired such could be obtained by prayers
directed to this image, so great was the power wherewith it was endowed. .And so deep-rooted was the faith of the King in this image
that he caused the preparation of many oblations of gold, namely,
sacerdotal robes, candles and incense sticks, rice and flowers, and
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(Hvers umbrellas ancl banners; n,nd to these were added the images
that the King httd brought from Ayuclhya, that is, the images of 11 ·
human being, the elephant A·i?'tt1Jct~ut, the hor:;m of S'indh, the king of
lions, the ,qnjn-s~h((,, the ?ut.rasin;Jw, the lion, the ,qaru4a and the ox.
Those images and the other numerouA gift.A did the King Ha?Jl&'i'uat'/,
cleclimtte unto the Lord; and after having honoured them with solemn
rites, he poured out the water that betokened these offerings and placed
them in chn,rge of hiA councillors, who were to conyey them in a
vessel for preAentn.tion to the holy image. And thiA took phtce in
the year nine hundred ttncl thirty, (A. D. 1568).
One day Prince Nareqvarn was summoned by the King into the
palace; and as the Prince, who was doing the King's behest, stepped
upon the principal royal pavilion, lo that pavilion clid c1uake and
tremble. 'L'hiA miracle was perceived by the soldiers and they acfluainted the King thereof. The King thereupon foretold that in
yearA hence would the Pe,quanB of HamBavati be compelled to cut
gmss for the elephtmts of Siam; and i10 said no more thereanent.
Prince Nc~re9varct returned to his residence after the audience.
Once Prince N a?•eqvara waH minded to caRt an image of tho Lord
Bucldhu.; and, luwing Aninmoned a craftsman, he desired him to caA!i
the image in the SiameAe fashion. A monastery was built and the
image was placed therein. This image of the Lord is still in existence to this clay, though the title given to it is unknown.
No;v there Wi\R great love between Prince Nareq11arn and Prince
PadtLmrm~ji'i who Wt1s liiahii U]')(trr1;j(/, of Jla?JUiavaf~.
'rhey were
as if Lrothers horn of the Harne parentA; neither took exception to
the other; they converFJed ttnd cmmnltecl together and cock-fighting
WtLS the game in which they were wont to indulge. Prince Nareqvarn
was ten years of age when he went from Siam, and had sojourned in
Flo.Hfi'Bii.va.fii for five years when there carne an incident, the consequences whereof were far reaching. At a cock-fight between Prince
Na.reqva.m and the Upart"ija the cock of the latter was defeated,
bringing upon its owner both Rhame and resentment. The Upct?''Ltjii
seized the shoulders of Prince Nareqvarn and shook them as if in
play, saying that even the cock of a captive could defeat his own.
Prince Ncw'e9vara., realizing thl:)!t this public insult was thrown at him
because he was an alien, controlled his wrath and merely replied in
the same vein, saying that his cock was worth the value of a town.
But anger and resentment did he feel. from that day; and 1 thinking
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that he too was ~ man, was minded to return to the Jlfalui: Upa?'ltjrL
·his due. Thereafter he began to look for followen1; mal lllttuy hunters, who were right brave and worthy men, did give thomHolveH unto
him and presented him with an elephant that WttR nmnecl Jlfanyal((.
Gajtt, a valiant animal with powerful tuskH :1nd fleet of foot. Htwing
gathered together his men, the Prince sent a, letter privily to l1iH
sister, saying that he would escape to his own city. Fmtring tlutt
the KinO'b of HctmS<L1Jafi would hear of her brother'H inte11t, and wull
knowing that s~ccess in the venture meant Hafety, whilHt fuilnre
would bring death upon them both, the PrinceRH bade him do HH he
desired and to have no anxiety on her account. And Hlw gave hi111
her blessings and prayed that he escaped the hands of hiH foeH.
When Prince NctremJctrct
heard
the wonls of hiH Rister, hiH heart w:tR
f
I
filled with sorrow; for full well did he know that, having made all
preparations, withdrawal from this adventure wonld me1L!l enrtniu
death when things became known. N ecesRity drove him awt1y atHl
no choice had he but to leave his sister. r['he time for depttrtnre waH
fixed with his hunters and men who numbered over Hix lnmdrml, ILJI(l
together they escaped from I-Icmnsr.~vcdi nt nightfall. Many JJ1o·JIN
and Laos did the Prince take witl; him, and the tot:tl lllllllhor of his
followers came to nine thousand. They journeyed by Uw ront.c\ Llmt
led to Sittang and 11{ct?•tabam, and, crossing tho rivor, cttnw t.o Arl'l'tl'll·
and Sam·i and lnnTied thence to the 'l'hree Pagor.luN. Upon m'l'iml
at a branch road they halted in a phtin to ttWI.tit tlw enmuy.
Confusion arose muong the Mons and tidingH of tlw Jligltt w(;J·e
brought to the llialut, Upcm'ijtL, who thereupon entorecl into tM palaeo,
saying to his father: "Prince Nrwe9vctrn htLR escaped with hiH lilllll,
and fain would I follow and capture this foe".
All!l the King
replied: "Valitmt and able is Prince NrtreQVctrrt; deHtinml iH he to
become tL great hero of this our world. This very pavilion (lirl tl'oHtlJ!u
and quake upon his entrance one day. Be not too raRh, o ROil, for
mightier will he be than the llfahGL Upar<Ljti. Even the llfon8 of
I-Iari}·WLVnti will one day be compelled to feed the eleph11ntH of A•tJ1Ulhy:'i. Follow him not, my son, but heed the voice of thy fn.tlwr; for
cbsreg11rd of these my words may bring a great war upon us all".
The llfuM UparG'ija disagreed with his father and heeded not l1iH
words, saying that Prince Nure9vara had been a captive in their hanclH;
and he would be no man, >Yho suffered a. prisoner's insult to pass
unayeuged. 'l'he King of Harry,s<ivati complied with the wishes of his·
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Ron n.ncl warrwcl hiR chief councillors, saying: "lVIy son is going forth to
wrtr; sec yo tlud; he emtfers no harm. De11th would come to you and
all those that nrc yams, were any evil to befa1l my son". Having
levied a host of one hundred thonsrtnd men, the 111alut, UpariijL/, moved
fOI'th with speed and carne upon the fugitives in a large forest in the
district of the 'l'lwee Pagodas. Fierce raged the flight, and Prince
.Na?'f'Q'IJ!t?Yr lmcl perforce to retreat before the overwhelming number
of the host of Hu?!1Bii?Jati The 111ons gave chase and the Siamef!c
retired fighting into the forest. And now Prince Narer;vrwn comHHLndcd the Hix hundred vrdiant and worthy men, who had been his
followers from the beginning, to place their elephants and men in clue
battle anay, Httying that he would 11t once lead them to the assault.
't'he Prince then adorned himAelf and stood upon the scaffolding to
which was tied his elephant, with a driver ready upon its back. And,
seeing that ho waR deAtined to become n. refuge for men, many signs
of h11ppy 11ugury did come to pass before the eyeR of all. For, miraculous to reln.to, a deep shadow did Hurrouncl the Aun that was blazing
at lllid-day, and aff(Jrded the Prince a sl1ade from the rays that
fell upon all; 11 relic of the Lord n~~clrlha, possessed of a glorious
auwole of light, cttme moving through the air past the royal pavilion
in miraculous wiRe. Perceiving that t.he moment was one that augured
11 gron.t victory, the Prince let looflc his eleph11nt and went forth
townrdH the foe. Seated with him on the back of tlutt olephant
>VCl'e two drivers, and surrounding him were only four men-at-arms;
for the othel's lHLd fttiled to keep up with the speed of his mount.
His eleph11nt charged the enemy who fled helter-skelter; some fell
du11d or hurt, others hid themAelves in the :f:orest. Confusion arose
among the Peg1wmB, and some bowed their heads in surrender, whilst
otherH were killed or put to flight. 'l'he elephant was driven further
:f:orward and trampled down the c11mp of the enemy. 'riwse Peguan
sol(Jiers who were men of courage did defend themselves with
swords, gnnH and cannons th11t darkened the forest with their fumes.
'l'he Prin;e assaulted the stronghold of Prince Paduman~jG/;, destl'Oyed the camps of both the right and left wing and put the hostile van
and rear guards to flight. M11ny times did the Mons rally against
him, only to be be11ton back by the Prince. And only when his
elephant was tired out did he return to his own camp. And, wondrous to relate, the two drivers suffered no hurt, neither did any harm

150

PRINCE VIVAl!HANAJAYA

[VOL. XXVlll

befn,ll the elephant or the men-at-arms, covered ltH t.lwy were with
Peguan blood.
When tidings of the Prince's return were brought to .AJJ1ulh;yli,
Prince Ehidru;amtlut, his younger brother, did gn.thcr together 1.tn
army in order to go to his Ruccom·. ProviRiom; were sent in ad\'fLnco,
seeing that these were urgently needed; whiiRt the Prince himself
followed with good speed. Those who carried the proviHionR loRt
their way and were captured by the llfons. Prince Kkiirlrrr;a?Ytf/1{(,
mot his beloved brother at a place named Len-tm-Huw-na1n; and both
their hearts were filled with great joy. The younger brother did
obeiRance at tho feet of his elder brother who forthwith embraced
him; ttnd both felt exceeding happinesR and joy. Httvillg enquired
after his sister and learnt of all that had passed, Prince Elc{irlur;mYttha
forthwith offered to go and give battle. And Prince Nar•er;?•mYt. ~'laid
to him: "Beloved brother, thou art still too young. . An exceeding
bmve man iH Pad'IL?nun"i)L"i, and older iR he thr.n thou. My taHk it
iH to destroy this Malu"i Upa?·ajG"i. But let thy men como to Hnccour mine, seeing that they are exceeding wearied". And having
eaicl this he arranged hiR men in battle array; ]of(; and right .
wings there were, a rear-guard ttncl reservoN in Renie<l mnk, reinforced as they were by those vvho had recently come.
When nil
preparations had been made, the two PrineeH mounted upon their
elephantR, and, standing in the midst of their men, gave tho Hignal
for the assault. Cheers werr rnised to inspire courage, and tho Round
of victory gongs and drums filled the whole VtM.:t foreHt. A fi01·ee
hand-to-hand struggle. ensued, with the Peguan van-guanl ilghting
well agttinst those who assaulted them. Prince No?'er;·orrm. drove
his elephant to the charge, and, when the opposing n.uimal tumod
to flee, the Prince felled it with a stroke of his driving hook. Prince
Eh~daqwl'allw charged after a Peguan Rolclier who turned rourH1
agn.inst him, and there followed a fierce combat.
'L'ho Prince
struck his Peguan foe with his lance and felled him from hiH
elephant. Thereafter the elephants of the two PrinceR broke into
the hoHtile camp; numerous were the Jill ons who were eitl~or killed
or put to. flig!1t. And now the Maha Upaniji"'i, perceiving the
elephant of Prmce Nwre9vara. in front of l1im, seized a missile wherew~th to sling at his foe. Thereupon did Prince Narer;vara exclaim
>Ylth IL smile:." Hearken, 0 Upcm'ija! A scion of a roya.l stock art
thou, and a sewn of a kingly race am I. Childish it is £or \IS tQ
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sling such missiles; for it behoves us to fight upon our elephants,
that all these men may sec and take delight therein. It is not meet
that all these soldiers nnd people Ahonltl die he~m1so of thou and I.
Fitting it is for us, men nml descenclnutH of Kings, to l-ight upon our
elephn,nts in single combttt; for in futme yetws no king will there be
to engage in similar contest". With thoHe words the .lllu)u"i Upm·t""ijt"i
agreed, saying: "vVlmt thou hast. said is pleasing to lllO ". And,
having said these words, the two Princes commanded their soldiers
to cease from strife n.ncl to stn.nd fn.cing each other to their left and
right. Both sides iixecl their bn.nncr into the ground; the victory
gongs and drums were struck; and the soldiers engn.ged in wn.r-like
dance. Prince Ncwer;vc~?'a, ~:mel the J.lfuha Upart"ija drove their elephn.nt
to the charge, the one agn.inst tho other; and they fought with their
long-handled sword in t.ruo and proper style, the one striking and the
other parrying, each in his turn. 'l'he elephant of Prince Na?'er;varcr,,
being the smaller of the two, backed away from the other; and with his
weapon the Jlfnlu"i Upc~n"ija struck at the Prince. Deftly did the latter
avoid the blow, and the sword struck his leather cap, making a dent of
four inches therein. And, as it was backing, the elephant of ~rince
Nare9vc~~·a found a· footing by a J?'utsa tree ; and, pushing thereagainst with its hind-legs, it gave tt sudden thrust at the chin of tho
ilfaha Upctriija's animal, which thereupon made a tum. 'l'hiH opportunity did Prince Nctre9vara seize, f~ncl, striking with his long-handled
sword, that was named Oonqum·or of the Hundred 'l'housnnd, he
severed the head of Mctha Upctrajc"i who was seated upon the neck
of }Jis elerJhant. The spot whereon this victory was won became
known as the Swarnp of the Pushing Legs and the Thrust of the
P'utsa Tree). it is still in existence even to this clay. And now the
Siamese gave three victorious cheers that iillecl the forest with their
loud echoes, whilst the lJfons bowed their heads v.,nd did obeisv.,nce to
the victor. Prince Nare9vcLrct drew his elephant into their midst,
and, summoning the leaders of the JYI ons to him by a gesture of his
ann, thus said: "Hearken yo, o leaders and soldiers of Pegu. ~ro
Hamsavc;ti may ye v.,llreturn; no captives do I desire, for such is the
pror;lise given under the• rules of war. Well do yo know of the
friendship that was between the ll!cdui Uparaj(t and I; and yet
insults did he heap upon me. A little captive prince was I called. Nay
more, even my shoulders did he shake. I was bom a man such as
he, v.,nd yet he took me for a slave. Such was the cause of my
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anger and such the origin of my desire for this our duel. AIHl now
am I satisfied, Hoeing that he has died by n'ly lmnclH. Hence do I
return to Ay,uclhyc"i, the city that is mine own. Go ye, und take
this. my message to the King of HcM!L8c"i'VIdi." Having said thoHe
words, Prince NMeqvarc6 led his force to Ay1tclhyii,.
The ~Mons carried the body of tho JJ11du"i Uprm"i.fci back to HrtJ!lBr~
vati, and their leaders acquainted the King or the combat between
the Maha Upc6rc~jc"i and Prince Ncm·eqva?·a and of the manucr wherein
the former was slain. Tho King listened not to aU that they had
to say, but forthwith commanded the executioner to put to death all
those Jlfon leaders, together with their parents, grand-pttrents, chilllnm
and grand-children; and their bodies were to be impaled upon :.;takes
and burnt as offerings to the gods. All these command:,; were duly
carried out by the executioner. And so grottt was the fury of the
KinO' that when he retumed to his chambers and perceived the siHter
"'
'
of Prince
Nareyvara
in her bed and suckling her child, he :;truck ~tncl
killed both mother and son with his sword. So lla~:~ty was hi~:~ temper
that there was no time to soothe him down.
Prince Nareqvarc6 arrived at Ayuclhya and entered into the royal
residence. And the chief ministers of state together with Uw
Brahmin teachers did perform the coronation ceremony that wtts
due to a victorious warrior; and hewing beHonght the Prince to
assume-the royal possessions, they tendered unto him the rettlni, the
five royal regalia, the five weapons of war and all the other roy'11l
t1tensils. A1i,cl they presented him with his style' and title, insct'illucl
upon 11 tablet of gold. 'l'hereafter the ladies of.the palace presented
him with his Queen, and her name was JJ!Icw;&i Ratnn; and wore also
brought to him other wives and hand-maids. King N(trer;varn tlnm
commenced his reign in the year nine hundred and fifty two, (A. D.
1590). Prince Elcc"idar;ctratlw, was created .llfahc"i Upu,r·c~jii. King
Narer;vcwyr, was most virtuous, possessed of great courage, power and
might, and endowed with superior ability and perseverance. He repaired the city and built a new wall upon the bank of the river
surrounding Ayuclhyci. And he caused an image of the Lord Buclclha,
to be ?asted in brass; its seat was about three feet jn length. He
gave 1t the name of Paramc6 Tmilolcc6nii,tha and placed it at the
Ph~·a,~L Nnng 0'mng monastery, which was built by Mon craftsmen in
then· own style, Ph1·a~L Nang 0'ceng being the name known to the
1IIons. This monastery is situated to the south of the city. 'l'he King
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called together thoRo soldierR and 1nen who had accompanied him
from Iia??~savalii and who had cleHm·ved well of him. Rewards were
gi von to 11ll leaden; nnd men ; Rome were promoted in rank, and
titleR were bestowed upon nll ; for those soldiers had fought as if
they were giants and were feared in all cities old and new. The
long-handled sword, that was used both to kill the M·n/uJ, UJXirG?jii
and against the hundred thousand foeH, was named Oonquero?· of the
H1.undred Tho'L&scmrZ; the weapon wherewith he felled the Peguan
elephant wn,s cn,lled the Hool~ that felled the Elephcmt; and the weapon
which he held by his teeth while climbing into a hostile stronghold
was named the Sword tha;t climbecl the St?·onghold. 'fhese three
weapons, together with the cap thn,t bore the mn,rk of a blow, were
kept in the city until its fall. The eleplutnt that was his mount
when he overcame the Uparc'ijci wn,s named Chao Phya Jcfya.nubhiiva, and a truly great elephant it was. 'J.'he swamp wherein lay
the place against which this elephant did support its legs was
called the Swamp of the Pushing Legs; this swamp still exists and
is known by such name even to this dn,y. And the spot whereon
grew the P'tdsa tree was named the P',t"t,tsct, Thrust; 11nd this too cn,n
be seen even to this day.
Some time thereafter King Nctrer;vura gathered together 11 large
number of soldiers, elephants, mercenaries and arms ; and he went.
forth to war against divers towns, .gretLt and small. He battled
against the Laos of the No,rthern towns,. namely, Lcmchnng, Oh:ieng:.
m,ai, .Ohiengtung, Ohiengsmn . .and .. OharrapasaJc(li). And· te1...the
South also did. he lead his. army and fought against those of the
towns of Nalc'on O'aiya, Patn1~i, Songlchln n,nd even as far as the
island of R·ielc, that w11s Javcmese territory. And besides these
towns he also captured many others, great and small. After these
conquests, the King re-organized his army; he set up the ten
groups of warriors, the four forces, the royal body-guards and
gentlemen-at-arms and the six mercenary forces, that consisted of
Jct,panese,, Ohams and others. And troops of elephants there were,
and banners and the standards of the .IYIonlcey and the Garuif,ct,
the Umbrella and other regalin,, all in accordance with the Treatise
of the Art of War·. And when these preparations had been made,
the elephants were placed in due order; namely, elephants that were
to form the principal n,nd reserve mounts of the King, elephants from
the palace and other stables, elephants that were on his left and his
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right, elephants for use in assault and in defence, eleplutntR m~r~·ying
men with javelins and speanl. All these eleph,antR. hore lhtfe.rcnt
names and ,\,ere decked with ornaments that dmtmgnmlwd each from
all the others. Males and females they were, and one and all carried
on their back shields, svvords, spears, javelin~> twd gnrm big ttncl small.
And upon each elephant were three l!lahouts all with ttr1us. And
horses too there were; namely, horses that were the principal and
reserve royal mounts, horses from the palace stables and uthcrR, horses
that were on the left and the right of him, horses of the lllercenaries
who wore metal armour, horses with men armed with lances and ~>pear~:~.
Their riders wore a cap and a coat that were designed for war, and wet·e
armed with lances, bows, javelins and shields. Next cmne soldierR
who rode in chariots; and divers kinds there were, mtrnely, chariots for
aFIS~tult and chariots for defence, chariots with men carrying swordH
and spettrs.
'!'hen came the foot soldiers, bearing cliverH arms.
Cannoneers there were and all ·were French (sic), fully armed. And
leaders were appointed to take charge of the supplieH and to comnutnd the left wing, the right wing, the van-gu11rcl, the rear-guard,
the first reserves, the second reserves, the scouts and spies. Four
lnuidred thousand was the total number of men-at-arm~>. Princo
Elciirlaqc~rathn was in charge of the van, and of the main army did
King Nareqvam himself take command. Their intent it was to
attack HaT(bB{ivcdi. 'l'hey journeyed by the route that led to Vi~tLU
lolca; and, having called a halt in a forest, they performed the cererri'ony of felling a tree that represented the foe, all in accorcltLuce
~ith the Trecdise of the Art of War. And when they arrived before
the town of Reo an attack was launched against the Lctu& thereof.
'l'he Laos sallied forth from the town, and, having pitched a CILllllJ
that was strongly fortified, they fought right well against the Siamese in the open plain. The siege lasted many days, for the Lao8 of.
another town had come to the succour of their friends ; and fierce were
the battles that took place. King Nareqvam pressed his men to
the assault, and, carrying his sword with his teeth, he climbed the
palisades tlmt surrounded the stronghold of the enemy, f;llowed by
Prince El.:iidaqcwatlut and others. 'l'hus they entered into the camp
of the Laos, all of whom were either killed or put to :flight. Having
tttken the two Lao towns, the King went forth against the town of
Kong Sri Lalci'i, and this he captured with ease. Thereafter he went
against the Lcws of the city of Hang who were unable to resist and
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took to flight. Vury <Lnciont iH the hilly city of Hwng, seeing thn.t it
wn.:-i in oxiHtenuu tLt tlw H<1llle time as 1-\Ual·lpulr•n n.nd wrts possesRed
of 11 lmmlred gunemtionH ol' Kings. On tho top of its bill, that before
e::>tn.hliHlnnent o[ the F'u.ith and the 'l'hree GemR was called Ru,ng
il1Ml·!f hill, waH <L foot-pl'int of the Lord B~tclclhu..
King Nareqvc£.1'U,
nmde n. ceremonitLI entry into the city to th~~ gruater glory of his
power, n.ml wcnt to WOl'Hilip at the foot-print or the LOt·d. He took
off his robeH nnd hiH golden chttin and placed them upon the print as
hiH oblatiowl. And other offerings did he al::>o make, namely, candles,
iuccmw Htieks, rice, HowerH, banners and divers other things. A consecration ceremony wttH held lasting full seven nights. 'l'hereafter was
the J.lfala~ Upt1'iijt~ Hent fmth to Hc~?!IsL'ivuN in advance, whiiHt King
Nu?·er;uarn himself still Hojourned in Hwny, umking of this city his
reHtiug pbco, wlwruforo did he become known as the Ncl. 1·c"'iya~u1. o:£
Hung. And when all the ceremonies had been completed, the King
mmmted upon the olcplmnt that waf:l named Sv,vnr~u~ Pri~thakn and
made hi::> wtty towanlH Ha?~~savafi. lltLving journeyed for fulll:leven
clays, the Kiug ul'l'ived lJefore u hill that was green with 1'u,-kien
trees, close to one of whieh was the clatpel of a deity that was
posHeHHecl of grent power ttncl wight. 'l'he couucillol'H or the King
besought hill! to cleHceud from hiH mount; but, 1:1ince it had been
decreed tlmt 11 calamity would be:£all him, it :;o lmppened tlmt the King
ClllJUired of them U.H to wlwther the deity waH a god or a goddess.
To thiH the conncillm·s replied tlli1t the deity was a goddeHs that wnH
posReHsed of g"~;;tt powl1l' tmcl might. And the l.Gng said: "Since
the deity is u· i-eJy a godcleHs, po:;sible it is for her to be my consol't; I doHcl;Jul uot from my eleph11nt".
With these words he
rode past the chapel ; ancl, lo, a wasp WiLH :,;een comiug straight at the
elephant. Stnug upon the forehead by this wasp, the King fainted
upon the lmck of his mount 11nd pnssed avvn.y in front of the hill.
His body was carried lmck by the councillors to the pavilion at

Hang.
M.emnv hile Prince Elciidrtqa?'ldha !mel arrived close to Hc~1!18t~uat·L,
and, lmv'ing taken many Mon captiveN, rnon and women, he was
preparing to ttssault the city when a messenger who had travelled
posthaste brought tidiugs of the death of the King. Having been ,
11cquaintcd thereof, the Prince retumocl speedily to Hung with his
am~y; and, entering into the chamber v;herein lay his brother, be
cmbr~eecl his feet and wept in bitter grief. 'l'hree times did the
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Prince faint away whilst embracing rwrl bemoaning t.he lm;H of hiH
brother. And when he had recovered full conscioUH!lCHH, lw eommancled thai; the body be put in a golden mn ttml plnced upou a
cha.riot. A grand royn.l proce:>sion accompanied the body httek to
.Ay~ulhyt"b. The Prince ordered the building of n. great golden pyre
and a moPnificent cremation of the body uf the lttte King. 'J'h e eeremony hn.cl never before been ~:~urpu.s:-;ed in splendour; ttnd iummwrable
were the gifts that were made. The body wns conveyed to tlte Sup
8awan monastery in a grand 1n·ocession and was crellltttecl theraat
before a large ttssembly of ruler8 of cities great rmd swall.
King NareQVOYa had come to the throne on thmsclay of the ymtr
nine hunclredttud sixty of the Little Em, (A. D. 1598), at the ngc~ of
££teen. He had reigned for twenty years and paHxecl ttW!LY at the
n.ge of thirty live. The yettr of hiH death was tho nine lnmdre<l nml
eightieth of the Little Era, (A. D. 1618).

[H.EIGN

OJ<' KING EKADA~JAI-tATHA].

After the death of King Na?'eQVL~1Yt, Prince JiJia"bdw;aratha ruled
over the city in his stead. A coronation ceremony waH held, and the
King took unto himself a Queen whoHe name was dva8ti. A monastery was built at the place where King Na?'r'.Q'Ua?'a lu1d llue11
crenmtod; this 1nonastery was named Sop St~,wt~n. And another
monastery did the King also build in a garden to tho mouwry of lliH
brother, and this he named VL~ruje8thii.!Y'a?JW. Au 11rm1 of land wnH
preseuted to thiH monastery ttud the gi.fb inscribed upon 11 tttblet. of
:>tone. Rewards were given to all the soldierH and oven tu their
wife and children, all in accorda.nce with the rank which they held.
Aml upon the original five hundred followcm:; of King Na?'er;va?'u,
were beHtowed extra re"carcls consiHting of cattle, hnJfttloeH, lttml,
honseH ttnd sltwes male and female. And were isHt10cl lottm•fl patout
under the seal of the ICi?lfJ of Lion8 granting them exemption from
payment o£ all t.axeH and clues that were collected fJ:om goodR iu
trnusit, and from payment o£ fineH that were imposed upon tlwHe
"'ho had been convicted in n. court of law. In bestowing all these
l'eWttrdH the King exceeded not the commttnds of his lnte• brother.
From this time hence there were nnmerouH Mons and Laos in A'!fudh'Ul"b; IJHLUY were employed in the service o:f the King ttnd were made
to feed the uleplmuts, both in and out~:~icle the city,-this being the
nn;t time that they were put to such task Innumerable were the
captive J11on8 and Lao8, for they l1ad been taken by King Nwre9vctrcL
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fl'ol!l nJl eities ttml towrm; their large number da,ted Il'om hiH clays.
In those days >ms A·ynclluy(i, mighty ttncl powerful, far nnd wide spread
its fame. King JiJ!.:adaQrl?'r~tlu~ cnnsed to be cttsted 1111 image o£ the
Lord B~ulclhu. which he mtmed yri 8a?"vajficL 'L'he height of this image
was t1bout twenty-nine feet; it was made of tin and covered with gold
that weighed one hundred and seventy three catties, in so fa,r as memory can tell. A statue of his brother, King NareQvara, was also made
a,llcl plaeed in the principttl n.nnoury. 'l'he King then built t1 pavilion
which he named Pa1•ywhht BatniiQana, and surrounding this pavilion
a canal Wt1s mt1de. And were built the monasteries of Bajpttm?,ut
and Bodht'irCima; the fm·met· was situated inside the city to the ::;outheaRt of the royal ptLlace, the later outside the city and north-west
thereof. And there waH build at the monastery of K1Lti Dew, that
was outside and east of the city, a stupa that was named 111alu'i Ga1·a
Oetiyci. Great >vas the love of King ElcaclaQaratb for his brother,
King Ntt?'CQvaru. 'l'be sword that King N{WeQvcmt held with his
teeth on the day that he climbed the enemy stronghold, and on which
tho markH of his teeth could still be seen, ·was kept in tho second
ttrmoury. Its sheath 'vVtts made of the hom of a rhinoceros and inlaid with rubies. Each time tlmt it >vas brought out to be cleaned,
it did cut the hands of the cleaners; for it ever fed upon the blood
of men. 'l'his sword was in the city until its recent fall. The longhandled sword, naliled Oonq~wror of the Hunclrecl Thousand, ·whorewith King Nare9vam had severed the neck of the lrlr.thii Upa1•aja
who was sm1tcd upon his elephant, was kept in the second armoury.
And in this armoury also was the cap that the JJiahii Upm·(/..jt'i had
dented with a blow of his sword. 1'he statue of King Ntt?'er;vcm~
was in the principal armomy.
King Eh'idar;u.J•tdhct abided steadfast in the ten precepts, making
wtLl' upon no town or eountry.
H11ppy and contented were all his
people; and undisturbed the holy monks and Brahmcms ministered
to their faith. King EhidaQaratha came to the throne in the year·
nine hundred and sixty of the Little Era (A. D. 1598), when he was
twenty years of ago. He reigned for nineteen years, passing away
at the age of thirty nine; and this was in the year nine hundred and
seventy nine of the Little Era, (A. D. 1617).
[REIGN 01" KrNG THAlLOKANA'l'liA ].

And after nmny generations of Kings had passed away a scion of
King Suclharmct'rc~jc"i came to rule in Ayuclhyci The principal ministers,
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the elclm· Bralnmws and the councillors CLtnsccl a coronntiuu eerenHmy
to he held in accorclrmce with ttncient royal custom, m.1cl teurlm·ud l1illl
the style and title of King 'l'r·uiUokwn£Uiur. 'l'his Kiug t~bided by tllll
ten precepts of Kingship rmcl was mtllecl by tlw people King ~~~IIIJ
'l"wn the Excellent. His principal Queen was uaw eel Uu·,,rluJcL!JIIi
and his second (Jueen Katiyaclcv:t,, Four daughterH were born to him
by tho iirHt Queen; and the birth of the elcleHt, who \l'tLH ua,med
Princess Pacl~Lma, took pltwe Lefore hiH accession.
'l'lw Hecoud
daughter was called s~wiyn, the third Uc~ndaclev,z and the youngest
of them all Si~·i Kalyc~. Thus there were four da,ughtors of the
principal Queen. And four daughters also did the l:leconcl (~neon bear
him. The eldest was named Upalaclev"i; the next t"wo were P?·abhavati and Vayc~put~·i; and the youngest of all Kcun'i,~tlu.tdel!'i.
'l'hus wa,s King 'l'milulcaniithcL possessed of eight dauglrten; t~ud no
son. A nephew there· was on his mother'::; side, 11nd hiH nttme WttH
/::h~riyavci'I!LQct Kumarc6.
And, wondrous to reln,te, Btmuge were tho
games that the Prince was wont to play in his cbilclhood. He sat
upon au ttnt-hill as if it were a throne, aud, giving n.udience to other
children who pretended to be his councillors, he played at ttclminiHtration of the stttte. Wondrous it is to relate thtt.t l1e did play nt
many other astonishing gmues. King 'l'nuilu/cancUha WtLH Htet~dfal:lL
in the teu rules of sovereignty and ever abided by tho tun l)l'ecuptH
of the Faith. Well-learned in the Scripturcl:l, he uphold the .Faith
with sincerety. Ou the four holy days of eaeh month Ito entered
into the sttt.te of continence, searching for thing::; of l1oaveu aud
Ni?'VL'i?~GL. No animal did he deprive of life. Oolllpelled by roytd
custom to give audien~e and to administer tttl'airs of stt1te, he cttl'l'iud
out his duties in accorchtnce with the tradition of Kings. HewardH
were bestowed upon those who were deserving, and puuish111uut
according to the ht.w waB inflicted upon those who hacl conunitted
evil. When the juclgel:l passed a sentence of dea,th, cmnmutation of
s;wh. l:lentence was ~tlways granted by him. Hh; noplww, Prince
o~&?TLJaVa?!tr;rt Kunuwa, ·who lmcl been brought up in the royal pn.lacc,
waH giv~n. the yttle of Ol1ao Phya Su?·i,ywuany,r;r.t and placed ih charge
of the ClVIl, uuhtary and trading affairs of the Kingdom. And were
bestowed upon him divers htHignia of dignity, such as the two golden
veHHelR tlmt wore phwecl.the ouo upon the other, and a gold spittoon;
yea, oven n sword Wtts g1veu unto him. He rode upon 11 sedan which
had been cnrved with the feature of a lion; and 1eant against a cushion
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when preAent in the midst of officialH in council ttHsemhled. A carpet
with a piece of cloth bid thereon wn.A hiA Heat at a royaJ audience, a,nd
in front of ftll the councillors wa,R it phtcecl ; to that audience he wns
wont to eon1e in tt lmrge. All poworA were delega,tod to him hy tho
King. HiA porsonnl attendantH were wont to wea,r embroidered cloth.
Letters rogil.rcling a,ffairs of sta,te were issued by his comnmnd. He
entered into tho roya,l presence wearing his cloth nnwonncl. 'rho rank
that he held was that of a Malui Upm·t'ij1i, vvith full powers over nU
n.fi'a,irs u.nd men. The King took no p!1rt in n.ffnirs of state, interested
was he solely in mattm·R of heaven and Nir?J{ina. Lcn.rned iu the Tettching of tho Lord !1ncl tho Scriptures, the 8fitrn and tho Abhiclhar?ntt,
well versed also in right knowledge, he was wont to teach the monkR.
In thoRo dn.yH he wrote n. Siamese version of the ~falu"i Vessantnrn
J1Ual,:o, in verRe, rhyme ttnd prose. The manner of chanting those
verseR in mournful melody u.lso dated from his days. All his predecessors were wont to go and worship the Lonts Foot-Print every
year without fail; bnt once only did King 'l'milolcanatlw. make his
WILY thither.
He went no more, seeing that those who !1Ccompa,niecl
him nnd wore employed in tho cal'l'iage of goods did suffer great
lmrdship. Kindly disposed towu.rrls all men, he fe!1red that they
would Ruffer privations and went thither no more. 'l'his King W!1R
full of cmnpn.RHion for hiR people. In hiR days happy ttnd contented
were all thoRo of tho city and itR dependencies. All utensils, that
were in the palace and destined :for hiA use, were first offered as
oblations in wm·ship of the 'L'hree GemH; a,ncl such utenRils he would
usc only ttfter they lmd been redeemed. Nay more, even in his
barge did he plttce an Image of tho Lord before he would ride ·
thereon. And such practices he was wont to carry out always
without fail. Once when a. Japwnese vessel came in to trade, a
soldier of his body-gua.rd, who was evilly disposed, did seize
ali the merchandise !1ncl sold them, saying that he was collecting the
King's tax. '['hereafter he che!1ted the merchants by paying them
with counterfeit coins. The Japo.nese, convinced tha.t this was an
artifice of the King, sent four soldiers privily into tho city and the
palace. And on th!1t day whilst the King was seated at the Oalcravarti Vinuina JciycL Hall listening to the singing of a chant that he
had composed, the Ja.paneAe wretches were able to approach him,
challenged by none. When they had come close to him, they tried
to draw their dagger; but lo, a.ll the daggers were stuck in their
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sheath and could not be drawn. The aRRassius stood rooted to the
Rpot, greatly confounded. rrhe King perceived the four Japanese
clm;e to him and roared at them with his voice. Thereupon did the
fom men fall down in a faint and were captured. Upon being questioned through an interpreter, the Japanese replied that they had
been given counterfeit coins in lieu of good treasury money; that they
were full of anger becaUt'le a IGng had defrauded those who vvere
mere merchants; and that they were heroes intent upon taking his
life. Having heard all that they had to say, the King hurst into
laugh tel'; and, summoning Chao Phya Q1'i Suriycwa??lQrt, he commanded that the culprit be found and that good coins he minted and given
to him; nor was the life of this culprit to be forfeited. And no
trouble waR to hefali the Japanese, seeing that they were not evil
and had been defmuded by his own evil men. Having received these
commands, Chao Phya (Jri Suriyavarn_?,QC6 retired with speed; and,
summoning the four Japanese to him, caused them to be sent to the
master of their vessel. The person who l1ad defrauded the Jrtpane8e
wtts punished publicly; and, having been shown to the merchants aR
the culprit, was released in accordance with the King's behest.
Death was the penalty for his crime, and yet 'vas the King merciful
to him and refrained from taking his life. Steadfast in the precepts,
this King was forbearing, patient and virtuous. Happy and gay
were all those of Ayudhyil· in those days. The King built the
Bndclhcdovaryn and DharmUcwri'ijc"'i monasteries; he repaired a monaAtery that waB in the town of Vija.yapwl"i and named Rc.dnc~
.Malu""i Dhiit~J..; and he built n.. royal pavilion thn.t wnA named Vcdjayanta.. He taught the monks the Scriptures, daily dming the three
months of Lent and on every holy day thereafter, so well-versed and
learned was he in the Teaching of the Lord. 'rhe day upon which
King Trailolcnniitha came to the throne waR Saturday in the sixth
month of the year nine hundred and seventy nine (A. D. 1617); his
age was then twenty. He reigned for nineteen years and died in
tbe year nine hundred and ninety eight (A. D. 1636), at tl1e age of
thirty nine.
[REIGN OF KING RAMADHIPE9RARAJ.

When King Trailolwnatha bad passed away, the councillors were
.of one mind in beseeching Chao P11ao Cjri s~~riynva?~lyCL to rule over
the realm. A coronation ceremony was held in accordance with
ancient royal tr&dition; and to the new King was tendN·ed the style
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and title of Br"inui.rllviTJilQ?'((?'tt. And tho King took all tho eight
daughterR of King 'l'?'tt.iloht?M~thu. to wife,-tho four daughters of
tho principal Queen hecn,me princip~tl QneenH, n.nd the four daughters
of the second Qneen became second QneenR. '!'he elrlm;t of the principal
QueenR waR nmnecl Parhmur, the next 8n1•iyri., the third Oanrla, Devi
:111cl the fourth Sid Kal1fi'i. And the names of the second Queens
were [Jpalu, D1mi, Pmbhcwafi. VwyrtJYV.J?'L and Kam:i~thn Dev·"i. And
thuR there were eight QueenA in n.ll. The principal Queen whoRe
name was Parl'Ltma begat four sonR, namely, the Princes Jiiyct,
Tro.ibhfwant:itha., Abhay11jcU1: ttml .Toyililit1Jct. 'l'he Queen whm;e
name wn.s Upalu. De?J'i beg:1t three Hons, namely the PrineoR Katiycwarroqu, 'l'?'wica}cm. and Sttrindoknmr:i?'lt. And tlnm there were
seven Rons in all.
And one clay it carne to King Riinwclh·ipeqva?'a in hiR dream thtLt
there was n, beautiful p[wilion of gold beneath the ant-hill upon which
he waR wont to play; r1ncl thither did he go in the early morn. HnNing examined the spot, he caused the ground to be dug; and, wonderful to relate, loud noises were heard echoing to and fro. 'L'he
diggers found a golclen pavilion tlH1t was open on all its four .~ides;
ttnd brilliant and finely engraven was the gold wherewith it was made.
The King took possession of the pavilion which was about twenty
inches in height and placed therein a relic of the Lord B·tuklhcc The
pavilion itself waR placed in the Sii1'va.:j?'1a, Palace where it remained
till later da.ys. And this King did become known fron1 thr1t. day as
the Lm'Cl of the Golrlen PaviUon. 'J:o the Lord of the Golclrm Pcwil,ion were born seven sons; and the eldest, named J aya K1.t1niim., was
the most beloved of them all. Although it was hiR desire tht1t this
Ron should succeed him, yet did the King doubt whether the hoy \VaR
so endowed with the virtues that would merit the position of ruler
of the realm. Having decided to appeal to a supematural decision,
the King brought forth seven Rwords and in his mind Aelectecl one
of them as being suited to a King. And he prayed that whichever
of the boys would become King, so might that boy choose the Rword
that was' fit for kingship. The swords were then laid in a row and
Prince Jc~ya Kurni'i'rct was summoned to take the first choice. This
Prince selected the sword that took his fancy; but it was not the
one that his father had in mind. The six other boys were then
summoned to make their choice and each did take possession of a
sword. 'J:o the youngest of them all, the Prince Na1'i?1cln K1w~iirn,
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who was the laRt to be summoned, fell tho ::nvord that had been thought
fit for a King. The father perceived this Rign but held hiH Rilenco,
bethinkino· himself that thl'ee ordeals were needed HO thn,t all donbts
might be"' diRpelled.
And forthwith he coummmled tlmt Revell
elephants were to be brought forth, and selected in hi:-; mind one that
was snit11ble for a ROvereign lord. Prince .Jaya K~L?nil;m, Ct11lec1 upon
to choose before all the brothers, made hiR choice and agn,in failed to
obtttin the one that hiR father had in mind. The six other hrothen:
were then suuunonecl one after the other in accordance with their
age. Each chose the one that pleM:ecl him, and Prince Nrt.?'inda
[[unu""i'l'lt·, who \vas the last of them all, WfLS a.gaiu possessed of the
royttl elephant. '!'his sign the father again kept in miml and l'Csolverl npon the third orde~tl, which was to be carried out with horses.
And once more did Prince Narindct Knmi'irct obta,in the horse that
the King had Aelected, such being the third time that the sign W11R
given. Thus was it made known to the Lorcl of the Golden P(wilion
that Prince Narin(la Kumiimt it w11s, who would one dny rnlo over
the realm. Nevertheless the King kept silent, feeling sorrowful in hiH
hea,rt for the sake of Prince .Jaya, Knr1u'ira. All the seven sons
were summoned before him and were t11ught to Jove cnch other and
never to cauRo one another harm. And having made ltis behests to
Prince Nnrinrlrt K umr1rcL, he t:wght the other six sons with loving
kindnosR. Prince Ncwinrl((, K unu'irn undertook to carry out hiH
father's commanclR.
Sometime thereafter the King built a palace which he na11wd
Szwiyi'iQana Anwrindra., and another named V'ijayaz;rc""isrtda.. A
residence was erected upon Bnn-Nang-In island ancl named A'iSVa?"!Jn
Dibyn Ar;m1,ct; and was built also the palace of Phrn Nrtgnrrt Luang.
And he built a royal barge and a royal chariot, and the monasteries
of .Jayavad!taniiriima, and RajaJt'Ltlarc1mct. All the gold and silver
utensils, which he h~1s wont to use in those dayR when he wa:-;
Chao Phya 0?'i Srt?'iyamany,ou, were sold and the proceeds used in
the erection of stupas. Images of his two wives who ha~l passed
ttway were ct1stecl and placed in the Rc"ijaJmliir'anw monastery;
upon the pedestals were inscribed their respective names. 'fhe custom of holding a grand procm;sional march to present Kathin robes
to the monks cl~1ted from the days of this King.
Sometime thereafter the royal palace of MwhgrtUibhi8elcct was
struck by lightning and thither went the King's SOil to e~tinguish
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the fil'o th:~t hrtrl bl'oken ont. A Hign of grent rtugm was thereupon
given to rtll thoRn of tho city, for tho Prince u,ppeared to them to be
poHHORRe<l of fom· m·mH. King Rc"inuulhi}H'QVII.?Yt, cu,me to the throne
rtt th<: n.gn of twenty in the ymtr niue hunched n.nd ninety eight of
the Little Ent [A. n. lGBGJ, being tho year of the Hn.t. Ho reigned
for (;mmty Jive yean-1 mul paRRecl u,wr1y at the age of forty five m
the thouHrLn<l tt!tcl twenty third year of tho Little Ent [A. D. 1661].
REIGN Ol~ KING NARAYANA.

When the Lm·rl of llw Golrlm1. Prf/uil·1:on had paHsed awn,y, his Ron,
Prince Nm't>ncln K•t.L?JM"i?Yt, Rnccoerled to the royn,l c8trtte. 'l'o the new
King waR tendered the Htyle rtncl title of King Nc~rr~ya~Lrt, seeing
that on the oceaHion when lightning HLl'nek the llfo.huoll~bhi,?ek:cL
Palttce he had, whilHt extinguishing tho fire, ttppeu,red to all those of
the city to be po8sessed of fonr ttlms. King N<Yml,Jj!l?,u~'s teacher
was the mou k B?'r7,hma, ttnd his wife wall the PrinceRs Ka.~rdri, a
niece to the Lor-d of the Golclwn, Pmu·il,ion on her mother'R F~icle. This
PrinceRR Ku~al'r•i was the principttl Queen and to her vvas born a
d11nghter named 8uln Devi. 'l'he seeoml Queen Wtts named P' cmpi;
she begrtt neither ~:~on nor daughter. King N("i?'L~'!JII?JlL h:1d mrtny
other ladies. Being poRAessed of no son, the King made n hoy, lYIom
'l'in by n:tme, his foster-Ron; and he cu,red for n nephew named
Prince (hi OilJ?a,, a F!On o[ hiR eldm· brother Prince Jaywlityn, aA if
the child had been hiH own.
In both the roy:tl pttlttces wm·e fonntainH nnd baRillA of glasR
canRcd to be Jl111<lo by this King. Tho palaco8 were re-built with
brickR and tho walls inlaid with mirrors 11nd gold. Having Aojoumecl in Ayudhyr7, for ten ye11l'H, the King went forth to re-build an old
city that was called L1wo; and thiR he named LobptLr"i. There were
erected city-walls and fortificntions, and a palace that was nu,med
T1t~itn JJ1 ahiiprii8t~cla.
On the right of thill palace was the SndhaU/i8varya Hall, rtnd on itA left the Oamcla~ir;ala. Hall. And fountains
there were that ever flowed with water. 'l'he J•ub Oara Lake and
the Glcws Pool were dug. 'rhe King built the Sang and MMu7,
Dh(r.bt monasteries rtnd a stupa that was possessed of three spires.
Royn,l robes and cu,ps ornamented with featherR were made; the
r9yal garments fashioned according to foreign and Jc~panese mu,nners
dated from those days.
The King was possessed of a white elephant that WlLR born of a
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Rire that had been domesticated ; ancl a valiant and fine animal it was.
'rhis elephant was kept in the precincts of the p11lt1Ce and was nanwrl
Prtiranutratnal,:i'iqa Krailiiqr.~ Ki,?·ivetr[U)Ct. None thm·e were wlto
Rlll'ptts!led the King in t.he art of mmmging elcplmnts; yea, oven those
thtLt were fierce, rough and mnstlt could he control even in the midst
of tho populace of tho city. He w11s wont to ride upon an elr.phant
in a proceRRion, and even when only a Rix foot wn,y ~was n111de for
him, yet were no person or thing touched by the anirnal's trunk.
Once when envoys from Khorasa,n came to seek ~tndience of him, the
King received them, mounted afl he was npou the elephant that wns
called Sam, a fierce and rough nninml that was kept for the nse of
thos(~ who had been convicted of crime.
'l'his fiercest elophant of
tho city the King named Com Calc?'et7Jiila., and mounted upon this
animal, he greeted the foreign envoys. The animal 1vas made to
Jutlt upon the carpet upon which was placed the V11se bettring the
letter of the foreign potontu,tc ; 11nd quietly bnck to its place wnA it
made to l'otul'll. Even a ·wild elephant that had been newly captnrecl
did he tic with proper trappings; and, mounted upon that animal, lw
greetod tho envoy of: Fntncr. Every\vhere he showed hiH skill; with
him wild elephants ?ehaved as if they had been fully t11med. Wonderful was the skill of this King whom no other in history has
ever equalled in this art., so grent 11 rnaster waR he. Once when
lightning struck tho lifa·J;I.rJalillihii.~r~lca palace, fire broke out as violently t1S i£ it were the LttRt Fire, and none conlcl mount upon the building; yet, miraculow:; to relate, the King dicl extinguish that fire. He
then appeared to all others as if possessed of four m~ms; 11nrl hence
was presented with the title of Nii?'G"i1fcttza,.
Now the King had a nephew who waA n son of his elder brothnr
and was named Prince 0?'t O,ilpa. ICumti,ra. At the age of fifteen
this Prince did conRpire against his uncle; his intent it was to take
King NiirrZya?,w:A life by piercing him with a s'worcl. But the end of
that sword clicl the King seize with adroitness and the Prince waR
confined at the armoury. N everthelesA the King merely threatened
the Prince and refrained from putting him to death ; for sdrrow did
he feel for a boy who had been deprived of both father and mother
and mindful was he of the words of Prince Jayciddya, his beloved
heather, who had with dying breaths l'eguested him to care for Prince
Ori Oilpa. The King caused the Prince to be released and cu,recl for
hi]n as heretofore. And one day thereafter Prince Q?'i OUpa did
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again ccnu;pire agu,inst King Nii1·r~yrr1w.; for whilst the la,tter was
giving an anclience n,t tt window of the palaeo, the Prince entered
into the chamber hettring a sword; n,ncl, l'leen by none, concealed himself behind a door. When the tturlience waR over, King Nr'i1'1iJJct1UI,
snmmoned hiR elephant nnd entered the palace by nnother route,
mounted upon that ttni.rnnl Prince 01"'i (!ilpa stood conce11lecl behind
his floor until discovered by the olficials who cnrried the 1·oyal utenRilR.
Having Leen acquainted thereof, the King c11me stmight at the boy
n,ml Rei;r,ed him forthwith. 'l'he commt111cl w11s given that Prince (!rT
Oilpa, be put to cle11th. 'l'hcrcupon waR the Prince Reized by the
executioner, tied up and phced in a large bowl; he 'WaR then placed
in a reel Rack t1nd carried in procel'lRion to the [{ rajcd, monnstery and
waR there buried alive,-such being the royal cuRtom since days o£
yore. A guard was phtced at the Rpot for full seven clays. After
the guard had left, 11 beloved nttendn,nt of the Prince, one who waR
faithful of hmwt, did go to dig up the earth and discovered the boy
Rtill alive. The servant then led his m11ster away n,nd concealed him
in the vilbge of the Wh-ite Lotus Ma,r·lcet. Some of the men of the
to,wn of Vajrapuri joined the Prince, wJ1o now commenced to gather
together men of va1om. Thereafter he led his worthy men towards
the city ttnd Ct1USed them to enter therein, few at a time. rrhe
Prince hirnsel£ went privily to Phra, Kam~bmng and the latter conRented to join his pnrty. And mnny officials of the city there wore
who did become £ollowerR of the Prince. Phya, Nanrla, Yo?' Fmny,
Keeper of the eleplmnts, preRentocl him with a mount; and there
joined him also 111''iin Rn.f, Nwi Tlwn,r; Ba8, Dl!va Yodlut,, Nai Balaban,
Lnang OhaF~aen?Jrdi and RiJ:jr'i/J((l; and together they laid their plans
with care. When night had been fallen Prince Q?•i Oilpa, mounted
upon the elephant Vi.~m&~Ja1'(LQC6, moved forth at the am;picious
hour; a,ncl, taking the Chao Brrihma road, entered by the P?·ab
1'1•aioak1·n gate. Thence he came by the CalcravarM road, stormed
the Red gate and entered into the royal palace. And now Luanu
Deva, Swrnpati and Mun Vaya, having been ac<}l1!1intecl with the
newR, entered to wake the King in his chamber. King Nc~rriycw.~n
did forthwith leave· by the ]J![i'ilu'ibhognrcija gate, followed by hiR
body-guards, attendants and 11ll those officials whose turn it was to
guard the palace that night. And having entered into another
palace, the King caused strong £orti£cations and paliRacles to be
erected therein,
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O.f the King's followers some went to cn,ll np tho soldiery, othr.ws
to ttrrest Rtrange men who hn,d entered in disguise ; some n,gain went
to find those who were fttithful and true, n,nd othen; to fetch tho
elephnnts, horRes and their keepers; nnd Home there woru who
n,waitecl tl1e enemy in the high-wn,ys n,nd by-wn,ys. When it wnR
dawn the King mounted upon the elephn,nt Knfijnnt Cham,nong n,ncl
led his force into the city. And having been informed t;lw,t tho
enemy wn,s appro:1ching both in the front nnd the roar, the King
halted his elephant in front and to the cast of the palaeo, which he
commn,nded the soldiers to RUlTom-{d with lmste. Prince 0?'i (Jilpn
]mel failed to erect fortifications for defence; and nllowecl his followm·R
to become scattererl whilRt looking into divers things. A brief l:ight
ensued and tbe force of King NiiTiiya,?,W· broke into the palae<'
through a gate that !mel been destroyed. Some fired theit guns and
cannons, others cheered and struck the gongs and drums; land were the
noiRes that were mrtde and in all directions resounded their echoeR.
Unable to resist the power and might or King N("i'Y'<I,ym,za, the enemieH
bowed their heads to the ground and craved his indulgence; surrounded they were and captured with ease. 'l'he King commanded
thn,t Prince Q1'i Qilpa he executed in a novel :fashion; for he Wtts to
be clubbed to death with a log of myrtle wood, placed in a howl ttnrl
therealter buried in a red sack. 'J'bis method o£ execution
a,
prince became n, precedent tlmt is followed even to this clay. And
the King commanded that all the followers of tho Prince should he
put to death ; yea, even theil' parents and grand-parents, children rmd
grandchildren were to clio. '£he monk Br1~hm,a thereupon intervened
and saved the lives of the rebels' fnmilies, lesser punishment being
meted out to them. 'l'hose of the town of VajmpuTi who had :first
promoted Reclition were compelled to feed the elephants ii1 the city ;
n,ml thus was this form of corvee first introduced.
And ever since those clays did King N1~?'ii1JfM,z,a feel resentment
against Prince 9Ti Qilpa, deeming that such disloyalty w::ts clue to
the Prince not being a son horn to him by his Queen.
Ar\,d to the
monk who waR sitting with him the King prayed that his Queen
might beget a son, for no rehe~ woi1lcla child thus born to him ever
become. So great was his a~ger with Prince QT'i Oilpa that the
King was led into wrong doing; anger so blinded him that he knew
not the merits inherent in any child that were to be 1)0l'Il reflectinO'
'
b
not that meritorious acts performed in pn,st lives bear their fruit in
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Uw pro:-;enL; :-;o grmtL WtLH !liH ruHuntmunL ngn,inHL Prinue (Jri (JillJC~.
And hiH (Juuuu unly bm·u h i111 tL danghter; Hho hegnt no sm1. The
Ki11g ahi<lucl HtenclfaHt by the pn:eepLH ttnd pedor1llecl ttll tltingH in
l'ighteonHm'HH, pmyiug that thereby llligltt n. Huu he horn to him by
tho Qneuu. Aml whe11 sneh WtLR uot 0"'l't1nt.od hill! he grew into a1wer
~
'
mHl in ttnger tim:; Htdd to tdl hiH htdieH : " Wlumoever eonceiveH mv
child, let hur know tlmt Hnch chilcl will I deHtroy, for none of the1:1
do I (loHit·e. To tt son born of tho Queen alone will I bequeath all
wy oHtn.tu:;; ::mch iH lllY will." And whenever tli lady of the palace
dicl concei\'e tt clnlcl, she hacl pedoroe to twquaint the King thereof;
aud Hlttny of mwh chilcheu did the King destroy: Now of the ladies
of the pttltteu tlllJrtl WLLH one whw,;e wtme was SO?nbwn and who had
buen given the title of Phnt Bt"~ja Jiiyd. Dev·i; a.ncl it so hn.ppened
LlHLt thiH lady, the chief mld the moHt favomed of them all, -vvas
goiug to be with child. The King lmtl a drettm which C':1Usecl him
such grettt u.uxiuty of mind tlmt he invited his teacher, the 111011k
Bl·t'dli/JLU,, into hiH preseueo and related to him a.ll tlmt he had dreamt.
And the llHJllk lJ?'i"ih:nw Httid " Of good omen is this dreu.m of thine;
for unto thee will a HOH be hom. Of one thing do I disu.pprovc,
lltlllloly, tho deHtnwtion of rtll children tlmt arc born to thee by tho
ladioH of the palttee. 'J'hiH and thiH tdono do I cleprecttte, for Rnch
action of thine iH one of Hin. Were 110 :;ou to be born to thee by thy
Queon, nwl wore there to bu no uthur Hun Have thi:o lady's child,
whom then wouldst thou have to Hlwuee(1 to thiH thy throne 'I With
noitlwr HO!l nor daughter, who then will succeed to these thy eHtnteH?
I~:~ it thy intent that one of thy Hervant:-; or any rich man or head of
<1 household or merchaut HhouJcl HUcceetl thee tlind rule oveJ.' thiH thy
realm ? A HOll, though hom to thee by a mere lady of the
pn.hwe, iH still thy Hon; n.ud his past llleritorious ttct8 it may
be tlmt will win him thiH retLlm. Disregard thm;e my words, and
may be .Ltywlhyii. will di8appear aH other cities of old. But
Hlwulclst thou heed my advice, happiness and prosperity would
he the lot of .AyuclhyL~." Haviug heard such words from the
teacher ' bcheat contentment did arise
in the mind of the Kin!!'; one
.
difficulty alone remained before him, that i8, the WOl'ds that harl
previously fallen from his lipH. His intent it now Wtlis HO to devise
n.~sehmue thn.t he might, without breaking faith, follow the advice of
his teacher. And when the teacher had left, the King summoned to
him Chao Phyn Sure~ Silut, n son of his nurse and a ten.cher to him
~
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in the art of lll!\.llttging oluplutltLl-l. Cfluw .l'hyu Stt'l'tt Sihrt was l1•d
into ]Ji:-; imwt·Hwst elmwlmt• and wns told prh·ily nl' all llwt hnd
pn.Rt\l\rl.
'l'he h~cly who:-;e mtllll'. waR 8umJnw \\'HS ;,('i\"1'11 iuf ,, hi~
char<re. At the tenth uHmth was born a ehild, hlltHlstnlle awl ll'1hl'·
u£ fe~otiu:e. And wlwn tidings of tlw hit·Lh wc~L'tl lu·cHl).!;iiL l11 (.lu· Kin.~.
many were the pre:-;ent:::; tbnt hu bu:::;tmrt\d npun Lll1: r·ltild: ttallll'ly.
jewel::;, tre:L:-;m·us, silk:-;, sc~rvnntH, oluphnlltH, ]l()rses, garden and p:uldr
lnncl. Plentiful indeed were the preHt~nts from Llw King·. 'f']HI
relatives nnd friendH of 0/wo Phyn s~Wtf. S/)111 hilltHelf did :ds(l lll'illg
many gift:-;; Rervttnts, horHeH, uleplmnts, gnrden :twl padrly lnml:
1
plentiful indeed were the girtH umrlu by the111; !'or of all Ul11w 1 hyu
s~wc~ Si/w!s relativeH nnd fdeuclH OliO !Lllll all did bdug gills for tit\'
child. AnclrclativeH of the c:bilrl'H nwtbcr aiHt> <lid lu·itJg n ht·gt\
a,mouut of treasm·eH n,wl other girts. H-ight well plt~llHell \\"IlK Uhau
PhycL S-nn~ f:J.~IuL, for 11 very rich man did lw well-nigh bt\l:lllttl'.
When the child lw,cl bewme HeVCH yem·,.; of 11ge, K.iiJg .N ru''' /f'' ~ut.
suutmonecl hun into the royal p1tbce ttnd cotumttmlucl hilll t() t•tth~r
therein often and without f;til.
Awl the King eon f, ·t·t·n,J npun
him the title of Chao Phyn (1'1'7, i'J'U?'agul.:li, Aff'l'll't'rijuNtt'tdri C·t't
Sar'(Lg?'arn. 'l'he utenHilH tlatt woro lHJHtuwud upon ltitn \\'1\l't•. 11ot.
sjmilar to those of a royal prince lmt wut'lJ Hupet:ior to tltoHI\ given
to the noblcfl; his setLt n,t tho royal ttuclieuen wnH in l'l'ollL of all tilt;

Clever and <luiclc of wit;, Ohtro .flit}}''" 8nru~~t1kli Wlls
nlso valiant and fmulcHH; Heree and ernel too was ltu, IHIIW did lw
fear. HiH hands were l11id upon otlterH tLS sooH tLH words r·onld
drop from hiH lips. Others did lw IJiueh, pull, kiek, l>ox: ancl HL!'il'"·
And he made lo1'e to the daughterH of thoHu of t.ho eity ol' wlmL-

councillors.

ever nationality they might be; llOIW of thew did lw lmt\'1'- tdouu.
Even to those whom their parcuts gnttrdml cloHuly <lid lw pny eltlndestine visits.
He maue love tdiku to those of 11ol.>le 1Jirt.lt nwl
those
the poorest Ch'\,SH, and gave U1Clll tl'Cl!LHUl'OH in i;ltu :-\ll,)llO
measure as his love for lihom.
And once tt nul>le, Ulwo l'h·yrt.
Rd,ja·IJn?(18a,1'!Ja by name, came to heru.· tl111t Cluw l'hyn i+wrrlt,~rt.l.:li
was infatuated with hiH daughter u,nd intended to Hto~tl hur ttWity.
And having met Ohao Phyn s~t,rw;n!cti in the paltLCe, 0/wo Pkyr.t
R{ijrtv!X1(LSarga greeted him a11cl said : "Is it tnw, as utuu 1lo
say, that thy intent it is to stettl my danght(~l' ? Let uot 1mclt
rumour coine to naught, for tbou art a man of sldll. I, thy uuele,
prepare a reception for thee to-night at my hom.;e," A greiLt
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lend powerful mttn in the city wns Ohuu Phyu. RJijcwc~??18CW[Ja aml
hiH desire it wac; to test the c;kill of Cluw Phyu. Su?'agalcti. Whereforo did he make this l'mther ehallenge, saying: "II' thou wore
lll'ave nud skilful a. dnnghter would I give unto thee. But Hhoulclst
tlton be cu.ptured, upon thee would trouble bef1tll. ]'ail not to
llHLintain thy repnt[ttion." lhving heard such words, which were
uttered i11 front of mu.ny others, Chao Phyn f:11hragcd,;ti replied with
:t ~nuilc, Httying: " So be it, o nnele. 'J'hou art my elder and muHt
keep thy words. Were I to fail on account of some past sins, then
would I suffer punishment at thy hands. Bear not thyself as a rich
nmu whose words pour forth oaHily but t1l'O not kept. What man is
there indeed who will clare approach thy daughter openly? 'l'o-clay
Hha,U we Hee as to which OI US is the more Hkilful. ()£ my suceess do
I fed some doubt, for thou art a man of Hkill; but had thy daughter
been my nmte in a pa::;t life, then smely would she become mine
once again." 'l'hc:-::e words were said with merriment in front of all
the councillors, who thereupon agreed to go ariel look on at the
venture. Having left tho palace, Ohao Phyc~ Biijavu?~~surg(~ ordered a.ll his servants and retainers to gather together at night-fall;
Hhttdow-plays and Mon dance::; were shown amidst great tumult; and
HO u1any torcheH were lighted that his house was brightly illuminu.ted.
All the friends anclrelativeH of Uluw Ph,yr.~ Bt"ijwuarrLsa?'[Ja did gather
tLrouncl him that night; and amongst them ~:~at tho daughter watching
the plays. At a little past t.lw hom of mid-night Ohcw Phy1~
8'nraycdcti. together vvith a trusted retainer did creep near to them,
ttnd, ::;eeing his chance, he recited holy mantras 11nd threw some
gravel into the midst of the gathel'ing. Sleep fell upon the whole
as::H:imbly and Chao Phyct Sttragalcti entered into the house. All the
lights were extinguished and the damsel carried away upon a Heelan
andclst loud cheers and cries. And when the moming came, both
Oha,o Pfuyct Tlt"ija.varr:-sargct and Chao Ph·ya. Sumgakt1: went into
the palace; and, after having left the royal presence, the latter showed
biK little finger upon which a ring was worn, saying: "What,
Having perceived the ring Ohu.o
0 uncle, is the price of this ring? "
Ph'yct RL'ijava??~Sarga laughed and said: "rl'l·uly thou art a man of
:;kill. A great Holdier of A'y'Lulhyt"i am I and now hast thou defeated
me."
And, having acquainted all those that were present of the
challenge that he 'had made, Chao Phyu, Riijctva?J.u3arga said further:
" My belier it was that none equalled me in my skill. I challenged
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thee because I doubted thy love for my daughtel', and glad I ant tltn(;
thou hast not failed. Now me things Illude cleat· in IllY 1\yec;, and
hence will noue dare to Hght ttgttinst thee, o Oluru Phyn 8n?'ifl,!lll.:ti,
for brave and ::;kilful art thou, the gt·ea,teHt soldier in this onr wol'ld."
And 0/u.w Phy(~ 8ura9rddi replied: "Well do I know, o uncle, tlmt
thou too ttl't 11 man of great Hkill. Though I feared the clmllengc
Im1dc by thee, yet was my love greater tiH1ll fear. To put my knowledge to the test was n.Iso my desire and my meritorious Hets in
former lives it was that helped me to win thy daughter, whom I had
long loved. Have no anxiety, o uncle, for my priucipttl wife will she
become. And thy pardon do I crave :for this my msh n,ct ..My inttmt
it was to ask for the hands of thy daughter in the usual wtty; but
it waH thy challenge tha,t led me to take a different comse." 'l'lw
story of tl1iH adventmc was told throughout the whole city and even
King 1\Tii?'("iyu?,Ut was acquainted thereof. And aU those who wme
possessed of daughters did gi vc them a,v\'ay in manittge whilst they
were young, fearing that they might be stolen by Chao Pluyn
8um9cdc~1,, who was a valiant Illan.
And even with girh; who had
just entered into wedlock did Ohcw Phya 81~ntqrtkti couuni.t aclnltcry,
whenever he found them young and pleac;ing in hiH eyer-;. Nor did
their husbands dare to say aught but preferred to lead them ~tWtty,
for tbey held him in fear.
But girls of orclimtry bettnty did lw
not steal; for he did only love the daughtet· of Ohcw Phyu, Biija'VCt'I~Lsaruu. Clever hm1bands could concet1l sueh girlH hom him.
A valiant mau and well versed in the arts was 0/uw Pli!!JIL (hi;
f:l<t~1·aqakti, £(1aring uot even Phya, Vidyenclrn who waH 11 great
favomite of King Nc"i1'c6yw~u~ a.ucl was chief minister for both civil
and military aff'airH, Once in the midBt of n,u aHHembly of councillors 1vho were seated at a royal audience; Ohw! Phyct B'lL7'rlQCddi
did intentionally swing his legs so that his feet struck Phyn Virlyentlrr~
on the hen,cl. And he feared not even that fierce elephant th11t was
named Sum, fol' he was wont to mount upon its hack by climbing itH
tusk. So fierce wa.s this elephant Som that none dared to ride it
save its keeper. And once whilst the King was jomnejing in 11
forest, Ohao Phyn 81~ragakti rode u vicious horse tlutt bucked ancl
turned in ttll directions. 'rhe King cried out to him : " Wild iH the
horse and stronger is he than thou. Come then aucl ride with me
ou this elephant." To him Ohao Phy(6 S1~1·aqGdct,i replied: "A
Rtrong iLnd vicious horse it is ; but his strength do I wish to test and
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soon slmll wo know who will be master." Having said these words
he gallopL:d towanls the .h~b (/tWlL lake and returned by way of the
Garden of the Glass Poul. Upon arrival befOl'e the Phru DluU1~
lllO!lttHtery a violent storm broke out and the frightened animal
jumped over the wall that was ttbout eleven feet in height and about
six feet thick. Oluw Phyt~ Sun~qaMi received no hmt nor did he
even bll from his seat. And King Nc~ri'iycu.~a, perceiv]ng the jump,
coummnded the ofl:icers to go posthaste and see whether any harm
had befallen him and to bid him return by the large gate. 'l'he
otlieers mn up to him, sayil1g; '' 'L'he King commands thee to return
by the hrgc gate, and has lmlted his elephant to await thee." 'rherenpon did Chao Phyu f:J~w·uqtdcti bid them retum to inform the King
tha.t he would go back by the ·way that he had come. And he
whipped up the horse to tho gallop and again jumped over the wall,
to the wonder and admiration of all those that were present. And
those men did pnd:;e hi:; noble bearing, his bravery and skill, !:laying
tlmt he wa:; :;urely destined for the great Umbrella of State.
King Ni:i?'G~yu?;uL e~howed great favours towards Viclyenclra, who
was a FL"eucluuau, and confened upon him the title of Phyu V,idytmclnt, principal minister for both military and civil affairs. A
man of great wisdom and knowledge was ViclycndrcL, knowing all
the cmftH and able to make engines and mechanical contrivances.
Even clocks, teloscopel:l and compasses did he know how to make;
yea, ttl! things were within his knowledge and ability. Once King
N(Zrc~yw,LG~ desired to know the weight of a cttnnon and no councillors
were there who could devise means whereby the cannon might be
weighed. Thereupon did the King summon PhycL ViclyenclnL to the
ta:;k and the otvnnon wa:; weighed in accordanee with the King's
desire.
Some time thereafter Phyn V'idyenclrc~ did plot against the person
of the King, who wa:; acquainted thereof by those councillors who
had learnt of tbe treason. But King .NG~?·{iya?,u~ said nothing thereanent ; so great was his confidence in the power of his virtues and
might that no action did he tttke. And once when Phyc~; Vidyendrn
was at a royal audience, the King handed him 11 sword and walked
hand-in-hand with him up and clown the clmmber; ttnd, :;ince Phyn
YidyenclrG~ dared do no harm, no anxiety was there in the mind of
the King. Once thereafter did Phya Viclyenrl!rn scheme to bore a
tunnel that would lead him from his house into the palace. But the
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Recret was not kept, for tidings came to the ears of the chieJ eouncmors, Ohcw PhycL Ri'ijlt!VW!b8[(1'[JU, and Phya IhtsSel>n Khan, who
forthwith acquainted the King of all Phyn Vicl,yendra'8 designs.
I{jng Nct,r(iyw_bct thereupon commanded Phya, Hussein Khan to
summon Phycr Viclyenrlrcr into his presence, for his intent it was to
question the accused nobleman. 'l'his Phya H'ttssein lOuin WtLs an
Ind!icrn, tt wo'rthy man of great wisdom aml comage. Hu.ving received the King's commtwcl, ho ado mod l1imself and pltteed a Hword
tht his waist. '!'hereafter he entered into the house whereiu lived
Phyci Vidyenclra; aucl the two men seated theuuwlves upon chairs,
the former 1Jolcling the latter by the hand. And although he was
told by Phya, H1.&8Bein Klur·n that the King lmd summoned him, yet
did Phyct Vidyencb'Ct refuse to obey the Hoyal command.
And
forthwith did Phycr Hus8ein IOurn draw his sword and cut off Phya,
Vir];yencltt•a's head.
Tlnu; clicl Phyc6 Vidyendm meet his death.
When all tlmt bad lutppened wm; reported to King NLiraya·~ul by
Phycr Hussein l{hwi, the King l:ltticl nothing thereanent, so great
Wtts his love and confidence in both Ohau Phyct Ri'ijwvct?(1SW'f]Ll and
Phyct Hussein Khan, the soldier of Ind,ict.

(tu be coni'inuecl)

