65

Notes:

)

January-June 1927.

The Council lutH met on seven occasions during the first half
of 1927.
M E!lillERSHil'.

'l'he folio\\ ing hn.ve been elected to Membership during that
period:Phya Bharata Raja, M. Decamp (Chiengrai),
Mr. W. t'Hart.
February 18th Mr. Axel Jansen.
February 23rd Mr. H. G. Wales, Mt'. . I-I. S. 'l'owm;end,
:Mr. 0. '1'. Bauman, Phra Prasada Dhatukarya and Mr. 0. J. House.
April 13th
M. Pro.dere-Niqaet.
May 4th
'l'he Japanese Legation and Mr. A. H. 'l'andy.
June 1st.
Phra Rajadhann Nides.
June 6th
Mr. W. H. Per·kins.
The following members have resig~1ed from the Society during
the same period: Mr. F. Cramer, Mr. A. Helvard, Mr. J. A. Hjartved,
Mr. D. S. Bourke-Borrowes, Mr. \V. J. Trustram, Mr. E. G. Meiklereid,
Ml'. H. R. Bird, Mr. M. Rees, Mr. E. G. Golla, Dr. Ira .AyC'r, Dr. Ib
Hansen, Mr. H. Kunz, Mr. F. S. Harrop, Mt·. R. Paulger and Mr. J
Reith.
'l'.HE CouNCIL.
January 5th

The Hem, Librarian (Mr. E. G. Sebastian) having gone 011 a
year's leo.ve, Mr. .J. Bnrnay was elected Hon. Librarian at the
Council Meeting on February 23l'd, and, at the Meeting of Council held
on June 6th, Mr. A Marcu.n 'vvns elected to the Council.
In April the Dansk Su.mfund vacated the room occupiecl'by
them at .Poh Yome House, and this has provided much needed
accommodtttion for the Library of the Society. The Council have
been able to make allocations for the prcivision of book cases and
the cataloguing and armnging of the library is proceeding.
The Council have sanctioned an application to allow the Lawn
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.Association of Siam to use the Society's rooms as their registered address, and to have a letter box erected in the entrance hall.
.A.t the request of the Natural History Section, and with the
sanction of the Council, the President forwarded a petition on the
suuject of the preservation of the wild animals of the country to be
laid before the King. His Majesty's private secretary (Prince
Damras) replied thttt by Hoyal Command enquries are now being
addressed to the interested Ministries asking for their opinion and
suggestions as to the possibility o£ an Enactment.
STUDY SECTIONS.

A meeting of the Natural History Section was held on March
19th at the Society's rooms when Dr. T. F. l'tlorrison read a paper
entitled, "Some of the Microscopic Inhabitants of Bangkok Canals."
Mr. l.zadell exhibited some pupal cases of Cerambycid beetles, and
Dr. Hugh Smith exhibited .drawings of interesting Siamese fishm;.
'rhe Leader of the Sectio:1 (Dr. Hugh Smith) having resigned, owing
to his leaving Siam for a protracted period, Dr. .A. .. F. G. Kerr was
unanimously elected to that position.
'rhe above section held l!'nother meeting on June 9th in the
Cot1ncil Rool.n of the Vajiravudh Nat,ional Library, kindly placed at
the disposal of the Society for the occasion by the Council of the
Royal Institute. His Majesty the King, the Patron oE the Society,
wi~l1 Her Majesty the Queen, honoured the Society with their presence. There were u,ssembled to meet their Majesties: Prince Damrang, President of the Council of the Royal Institute of Literature,
.Archaeology and ·Fine Arts, and Vice-Patron of the Siam Society ;
[;he Prince of Kambaeng Bejra, Honorary Vice-President of the Siam
Society; Prince Bidyalankarana, Vice-President of the Hoyal Institute
and Honorary l\Iember of the Si11m Society; Prince Dhani Nivat,
member of the Council of the Royal Institute and member of the
Council of the Siam Society, etc. Mr. W. R. S. Ladell lectured on
paddy pests in Simn; Dr. '1'. F. Morrison on (1) the electric organs
of the ray fish, (2) accessory ot·gans of fish, and (3) the pelvic girdle
and limbs of the pyGhon; Mr. .A.. Marean exhibited some Siamese
specimen plants and dealt with their o,pplication to gardening; Dr. A
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The Annual Meeting.
The 18th Annual General 1\feeting of the Siam Societ,y wa:;
held at the rooms of the Society on Thursday, February 24th, 1927,
at 6.30 p.m. Present: Professor G. Credes, President, in the Chair:
supported by Phya Indra Montri, Major Erik Seidenfaden, and Mr.
R. S. le May, Vice-Presidents; Mr. L. Brewitt-Taylor, Rev. Father
Chorin, and Dr. Hugh M. Smith, Members of the Council, Mr. V. H.
Jaques, Hon. 'l'rNtsurer, and Mr. R. Adey Moore, Han. Secretary.
The general body of members included the Rev. C. R. Simmons, Dr. G. B. McFarland and Messrs. +... Bisgaard, J. Burnay, J. C.
Bullock, T. :Fox, W. W. l!,egen, W. Mottershed, N. A. Landgren,
Rene Nicolas, C. Rhodes and H. Tyrer.
After the Han. Secretary had read the Notice convening the
Meeting, the Minutes o£ the 17th Annual General Meeting were read
and approved.
The President then asked .the Hon. Secretary to read t}le
Annual Report for 1926.
After the preseptation of the report the President said that
the Council had t1,·ied to carry on the traditions of the Society during
the past year, despite the fact that all three Vice-Presidents were
absent on leave. He was glad to welcome them back to their midst.
He was happy to say that His Majesty the King had been graciously pleased to present to the Society a signed photograph. Re£ening
to the post of Ho,l. Libra1·ian the President said that Mr. Sebastian
had left Bangkok, and that the Council had elected Mr. Burnay
·to that important position, subject of course to the approval of the
annual general meeting.
'l'he Han. Treasurer presented the statement of accounts. ,
:M:r. Bullock asked if all the monies in connection with the excursions had been paid up, and Mr. Jaques replied that the greater proproportion had-in fact there was only about Tcs. 100 outstanding
and that was due in part to .members having left Bangkok on leave.
Phya Indra Montri drew attention to what he termed an error
in t~1e report of the Hon. Secretary. He said that Mr. vVilliamson had
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been knighted and should be designed " Sir" and not " Mr."
'fhe president replied that when the report was drawn up,
1h. Williamson had not yet been knighted, ~tnd Mr. le May suggested that, as the report lu1d not been printed off, tl~e words " now Sir
Walter" should be bracketed after his name.
'fhe Rev. Mr. Simmons proposed the adoption of the report
and accounts. This was seconded by Dr. Geo. 13. McFcuoland, and this
was carried.
ELECTION OF 0FFICER8 FOR

1927.

'l'he next business ·was the election o£ the Council. The Rev.
Mr. Simmons proposed that the Council be re·elected en bloo and,
being seconded by Dr. McFarland, the resolution was unanimously
carried.
The Council for 1927 is composed as follows:President
Vice-Presidents
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Librarian

Members;

ProJ. G. Credes, M.R.A.S.
Phya Inclra Montri
Major E. Seiclenfaden, i\f.R.A.s.
}
M. R. S. le May, M.R.A.S.
Mr. R. Adey Moore.
Mr. V. H. JaqueR.
Mr. J. Bm·nay.
H. H. Prince Dhani Nivat.
Mr.. M. Breal.
Mr. L. Brewitt Taylor.
Rev. L.A. Chorin.
Dr. A. F. G. Kerr.
Major W. L. S. Ludell.
Mr. W. H. Mundie, M.A.
Dr:. Hugh M. Smith.

'l'he President thanked tM,members for the confidence they
had shown in the Council. He announced that an excursion had
been tentatively :fixed for the 27th instant, but as that would be a
busy day indeed the excursion had been postponed till the 13th
Mfl.rch, The President hoped thu,t th? study sections would be vei'y
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active during the year. Visits to Wat Benchamabopitr and the
National Museum were being arranged.
SUNDAY

EXCURSIONS.

~rhe

following resolution had been put fol'ward by the Rev.
Cecil R. Simmons:-" 'l'hat visits of the Society to places of archaeological inLereRt take pla.ce during the time of local holidays and not
on Sundays.''
The proposer stated his reason for suggesting the alteration
and his resolution \\'as seconded hy Dr. G. McFarland.
After a full discussion the resolution was put to the vote and
no member other than the proposer and seco~der voting in favour, it
was lost.
Mr. Bullock proposed that :1. That on that occasion of future excursions arranged by
the Siam Society payment should be made at the time of the excursion and that the list shall close forty-eight hours in advance of the
time of departure.
2. In the event of Members finding that they are unable to
be present at such an excursion, their notification shall be in the
hc~,nds of the Honorary Secretary twenty-four hours before the start
of the excursion. In this case their subscription will be returned to
them.
Mr. Bullock's proposals were 8econded by Mr. Mottershead.
After discussion the re8olution.<! were put to the meeting and
carried unanimously.
Vo'l'ES OF 'l'HANKS.

'fhe Rev. Cecil Simmons proposed a vote of thanks to the
Chair; Mr. Fegen propmJed a vote of thanks to Mr. L. Bisgaard for
auditing the accounts; Mr. Brewitt-'faylor proposed a vote of thanks
to Profes8or Ocecles for hise excellent conduct of the affairs of the
Society during the year and of that meeting; and the President in
acknowledging the vote said h~ had to' tl;u:ltnk all the members of
the Council, and particularly Mr. BrewitVfaylor, Mr. Adey Moore
and Mr. V. H .. Jaques for the yerr ~aluable help they had given
him.

•
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Annual Report for 1926.
'rhe year 1926 may on the whole be characterised as one of
stea,dy progress. Interest in nearly ttll the Rtudy sections has been
well maintained, and there is Rome prospect of a fmther section
being founded embracing medicine and experimental science. This
promises to interest a number or members not now directly represented
by any of the existing sectional activities. 'rhe general body of
members have had frequent opportunities during the year of attending meetings of these sections; and the attendances at the ordinary
general meetings held in the twelve months under revif.:w, no less
than the attendances at the meetings of the sections, have made
evident the continued interest on the part of the members in the
general aims of the Society.
As evidence of the continued interest taken in the Society
by our Vice-Patron, Prince Damrong, it may be mentioned that,
shortly after the opening of the National Museum, all the members were invited by His Royal Highness to spend an afternoon
there, under competent guidance, inspecting the treasures which have
been gathered together in buildings admirably suited to be the
permanent home of a such an institution.
Gifts: -Copies of some 120 \Yorks from the pen of His late
Majesty King Rama VI. have been presented to the Society by His
Madesty the· King; and in addition a handsome writing table and
book case, designed to contain the Tripitaka when published, have
also been given. The Council further learned with much gmtification
that it was probable a set of that memorial wol'k would be presented
to the Society upon publication. In support of the fund being raised
to produce these volumes the Council, in the name of the Society, has
donated Tcs. 100.
In the course of the year the Council received for the Library
four volumes of Hampson's "Moths" and a volume of Bingham's
".Butterflies," the gift o£ Mr. Graham, who also presented a lantern
and epidiascope for use on the occasion of lectures.
Emblem of Society.-The Counc!l after much consideration
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was glad to accept a design drawn by H. R. H. Prince Narisara as the
emblem of the Society. It is a representation of an elephant's head
with a wreath of flowers. 'l'he inscription in Siamese, composed by
Prince Damrong and Prince Dhani, will be explained, and the emblem
will be reproduced, in the Journal now in the press, and thereafter
will he used regularly on the cover, commencing with Vol. XXI.
Fire Insurance :-The Council during the current year
insured the Society's property- furniture, electric light fiWngs,
library, stock of journals, lantern, etc., for a sum of 'res. 19,000.
Obituary.-The deaths of two honorary and three ordinary
members have to be recorded with regret. Professor E. Lorgeou, of
Paris, and formedy o£ the Ftench Legation in P5angkok, died early
in the year; and laterthe news was received of the passing of Mr.
J. C. Moulton, formerly of Singapore and later of Samwak. The
ordinary members referred to were :-Dr. P. W. Thornely, Mr. T. R.
Jenkins, and Mr. A. W. Mountain.
MEMBERSHIP.

In March Mr. W. A. Graham, on retirement from Siam,
was elected an Honorary member in recognition of his work as Member of Council from 1911 and President from 1920. Mr. W. J.
F. (no;v' Sir Walter) Williamson was also elected an Honorary member, the Council having in view his services to the cause of Natural
History in Siam.
No addition was made to the Hst of Corresponding members.
During the year the number of Ordimry members elected was
30, as compared with 47 in 1925. This at first sight appears a serious falling off, but it should be noted that the elections to Ordinary
membership in 1925 included 24 members of the late Natural History
Society who were elected members of the ..Siam Society as a result of
the amalgamation, ond subsequently accepted membership.
Against the 30 elections, there were 18 resignations, 15 remova1s, 3 deaths, and 2 transfers to Honorary membership, the
ordinary membership of the Society being thus decreased by 8.
Resignations as from December 31st. 1926, have been given effect
to in arriving at the above figures .
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'l'he membership, at the 1st of January 1927, was as follows:-;Honorary
Corresponding
Life
Ordinary
22
12
1
218
making a grand total of 253 as compu,red with 260 in 1925, and 238
in 1924.
T:m; CouNCIL.

The principal change in the constitution of the Council during the year was the resignation of the President, Mr. W. A. Gmham,
( 1920-1926), and the unanimous e1ection of Prof. G. Oredes to that
position. 'rhe vacancy in the list o£ Vice-Presidents was filled by the
election of Mr. R. S.le May, who acted for Mr. J. Michell as honorary
Secretary in .1923 and succeeded that member in the position on his
departure from Siam. All three Vice-Presidents were absent from
Siam for the greater part of 1926.
In the course of the year the Council elected His Highness
Prince Dhani Nivat as a M.ember, and on the resignation of
Mr. P. R. Kemp, on his departure from Siam, Major W. R. S.
Ladel1 was elected to the Council. Mr. E. G. Sebastian was elected
to the post of Honorary Librarian during the year, a position of
incre11sing importance in view of the many activities of the Society
and the growth of its exchange list.
Ten Council Meetings were held during the year.
RULES OF THE SOCIETY.

Addition t•j Rule 7: At an ordinary ge11eral meeting of the.
Society held on July 12th 1926, the following alteration to Rule
No. 7 approved by the Council was confirmed by the members:c~fter the 'WO?'ds ''npon notification of election" delete the full stop,
and add "which election Hlmll, however, not be deemed valid until
the first year's subscription has been paid."
0RDINAB.Y GENERAL MEETINGS.

There have been four Ordinary General Meetings h~ld during
1926. On February lOth, Monsieur Rene N-icolas r~>.ad a paper on
"The Shadow Plays o£ Siam," ilh1strated with a aeries of leather-cu.ts

•
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which had been kindly lent for the occasion by the Royal Entertainments Deparbment.
Another valuable paper, on a subject little touched upon by
foreigners, was read by H. H. Prince .Bidyalankarano. on March
llth, entitled "The Pastime of Rhyme-making and Singing in Rural
Siam". This paper conveyed a graphic description of the part this
art plays in the life of the peasants of the country.
On April 28th Mr. W. Blankwaardt, who has studied the early
trading ventures of his countrymen in Siam, read a paper on the
relations between Holland and Siam £rom the 16th century to recent
years, bringing ont points not touched on by previous contributors to
this subject.
On July 12th, Monsieur M. Breal read a paper o£ note on
"'l'he Sepha of Khun Chang Khun Phaen."
Prior to the paper the following elections were confirmed by
the meeting :President-Professor G. Credes.
Vice-President-Mr. R. S. le May.
Member of Council-H. H. Prince Dhani Nivat.
Hon. Librarian-Mr. E. G. Sebastian.
Hon. Secretary-Mr. R. Adey Moore.
Hon. Member-Mr. W. A. Graham.
THE STlJDY SECTIONS.

'l'he Study Sections have held several meetings during the
year, as set forth below.

The Natural History Seation.
Under the new leadership, this section held four meetings
in the course of the year. Dr. Hugh Smith read a paper on the Siamese
sde; Dr. Morrismi co:qtributed a paper on the fireflies of Siam; Dr. A.
F. G. Kerr was responsible for an address on Siamese ant plants; and
Siamese medicinal plants were described by Mr. A. Mar~an towards
the close of the year. The section has been able to use to much
advantage the very useful new lantern and epidiascope presented to
the Society by Mr. Graham.
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Section of Philately.
No meeting of this Section was held during the year.

Section of History, Anhaeology, Litemt~vre cmd Philolog-y.
This Section held one meeting dming the year, on l\farch
23l'd, when Monsieur J. Burnay road a technical paper on . "Comparative and Desceiptive Grarmnar of the 'rhai Dialects."

Agric'tvlture, Travel and Tmnsport.
Under this section early in the year Dr. RogerR, a visitor to
Bangkok, gave some a,ccount ot his impressions of Indio.
THE

JouRNAL.

Three parts or the Journal vvere issued dnring the year,
Vol. XIX. part 3, and Vol. XX. parts 1 and 2, Vol. XX. part 3 was
in the press at the close of the year.
Vol. XIX part 3 included the paper read by H. R. H. Prince
Damrong, the Vice-Patron, on "Angkor from a Siamese Point or View,"
a paper which members will doubtless be glad to possess in a per-'
manent form. In Vol. XX. part 1, there was published an address
by the :mme author, given before l~angkok Rotarians on a subject of
interest to all foreigners dwelling in this country, "The Introduction of
of Western Culture into Siam." 'rhe paper read by H. H. Prince Eidyalankarana on "'rhe Pastime of Rhyme-making and Singing in Rural
Siam" was also included in this number of the Journal. In Vol. XX
part 2, a paper by Professor Ccedei'! on "Euddhist Votive Tablets,"
originally read in French before the Society in October 1922, and
translated by 1\j:r. W. A. Graham, wn,s published. The journals issued
during the year under review }mve included a continuation of the
valuable series of notes on the tL"ihes inhabiting the northern parts
Qt the Kingdom of Siam, nntl the qnestioni1aire sent out by .the
Society some years ngo lms been productive or a good deal of
information a.'l to the life, language and cluvracteristics of these
little known tribes.
The work of continuing the Natural History Supplement has
been c&rried on during the year. Vol. VI. part 4 and the much needed
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index to Vol. VI. have been published, and work commenced on
Vol. VII. part 1, which will include Dr. Hanitsch's paper on Oock·rouches.
Professor Ooodes edited the Journal throughout the yeo,r, and
Mr. E. J. Godfrey continued to act as Hon. Assistant Editor in charge
of Natural History publico,tions.
FLORAE SrA:tvrENBIS E~UMERA'riO PT.

II.

Part II of the above work by Prof. Omib, of Aberdeen University, has been favourably received, and the support extended to
Part I by neighbouring Governments seems likely to be forthcoming
for the new volume. The complete work may run to five or more parts.
ExcuRSIONS.

The Council was able to arrange during 1926 two excursions
which were widely taken advantage of by members. '!'hanks to the
:very valuable assistance given by the Information Bureau of the
Royal State Railways, the first journey was made to Petchaburi,
and the second to Lopburi and Bang Pa-In. The State Railways
relieved the Council of the necessity of making detailed arrangements, and mernb.ers participating in these journeys, no less than their
friends, have been fully o,ppreciative of th~ smoothness and efficiency
with which the arrangements were carried out.
81-'ATEMENT oF AccouN'l'.

The slight falling oft' in the receipts during 1926 is mainly
o,ccounted for by. the smaller sale of Journals which appeared as a
large item in the last statement as it included the settleme11t of long
out-standing accounts with the Society's agents abroad.
The expense of printing Part II of Professor Cmib's Flora has
not .yet been met, and, as a consequence,, there has been a reduction in
expenditure producing a substantial balance-Tcs. 2,480.44-carried
forward to 1927. This would have been larger but for the failure on
the part of some members to pay promptly the expenses incurred by
them in connection with the excursions arranged by .the Society.
The outstanding subscriptions represent a .much smaller sum
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as a large nun,1ber of members from whom subscriptions were long
overdue were automaticttlly removed from the list of members in accordance with the Rules o£ the Society.
rrhe expenditure side of the Statement of Account appears in
greater detail in order to show more clearly the different expenses
incurred in connection ·with the pfinting and forwarding o£ the Society's publications, circulars and notices. A new item appears under the
heading of Premium for Fire Insumnce, the insmance covering th11
furniture and fittings in the Society's rooms, as well as the library,
which were valued together at '.res. 19,000.
R.

ADEY MOORE,

Hon. Sem•etary.
Bangkok, February 18th 1927.
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Receipts.
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditure of The Siam Society for the year 1926.

To Balance brought forward from 1925
, Subscriptions recei>ed for 1924
do.
do.
192.5
do.
do.
1926
ao.
ao.
1927

1,580.30
Tc~.

75.00
305.00
4,460.00
225.00

of Journal~
Sales of Natural History ,Jourm~ls
Sales of l\fon Dictionaries
Sales of Craib's Flora of Siam
Rent of Rooms, Dec. 1925 to Nov. 1926
Natural HiHtory Society-Balance hand over on liquidation
Payment by member~ for expenses-luncheon
to l\Ir. W. A. Graham
- Petchaburi excnrsion
-Lopburi excursion
, 1 %'Interest on Current tteco{;nt
Cash in haml-Hon. TreaHnrer for postage

To

~ale~

5,065.00
31.00
108.60
110.83
140.00
465.00
37.60
336.00
640.00
1,220.00
36.78
5.05

By Furniture and Fittings
Electric Current-Dec. 1925 to Nov. 1926
, Clerk's Salary, Dec. 1925 to Dec. 1926
,
Coolie's Salary, ,
Postages of Han. Treasurer
, , Po~tages of Bon. Secretary
, ·Rent of Rooms-Dec. 1925 to NoY. 1926
Refreshments at lectures, etc.
Hire of chairs for lectures, etc.
Expenses-Lecture oi 1\L Nicolas
, Donation to Tripitaka Fund
Printing .Journals
Printing Author's Separates
Blocks and Plates fox Journals
Books bound for library
Stationary (including post cards)
Addressing, wrapping, and forwarding, etc., of Society's
publications, cir·culars, etc. . .
, Printing postcards, circulars and notices
, Postage on forwarding publications, circulars, etc.
Cost of luncheon to Mr. \V. A. Gmham
Cost of excursion to Petchaburi

71.35

,,

4.00
2 480.44
TicJ:1/s

NOTE:

9,776.16

Postage~

stationary, printing jot:.rnals and cireulars for 1926 unpaid amount
to Tcs. 908.58: blocks and plates for j1)urnals Tcs. 160 ..50: Rent for Dec. Tcs.

50: Electric Current Tcs. 6.25-Total 1,12-5.83. The sum of Tcs, 424 in respect
of the luncheon to l-Ir. W. A. G-raham and the two excursions, and the sum
of

Tcs~

925 for subscriptions, making Tcs. 1,349 in all, is due from men1bers.

V. H. ,JAQUES, Hon. Treasurer.

Outstanding Subscriptions.-19'2:4 Tcs. 50, 1925 Tc,;. 175,
Bangkok, February 18th, 1927.

1926 700, Totttl Tcs: 925

.,....._
~

,, Lopburi

,,

Louy and Rickshaw hire
Balance for 1927

9,776.16

No. of Members at January 1st. 1927 .-Honorary 22, Corresponding 12, Life 1, Ordinary 215, Free .3. Total 253.

47.CO
100.00
1, 775.00
75.00
202,80
79.00
66.75

, , J..lren1iun1 for Fire Insurance

,,

Examined and found to agree with the books and vouchers.
L. BISGAARD, Banl:{kok, January 1927.

247.50
114.69
195.00
286.00
40.00
30.24
600.90
113.50
38.00

142.10
148.16
291.29
350.34
700.00
1,578.00

,
,
Tcs.

Expenditure.

oc

